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of  a n  ey e…

T h e  T r u m p e t ‟s  Goi n g  t o S ou n d !
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You‟re of no earthly value unless you‟re … 
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Dear Friends,  
    As we start a new year and a new volume of the newsletter, we want to thank 
all of you who have offered support and encouragement during the last year.  
Including friends, family, pastors and missionaries Heavenly Minded is being 
read and passed around by several hundred now from Asia to the US to 
Europe.  We‟ve also started producing a CD version.   
   This coming year, we want to increase distribution as the Lord leads and to 
use the cover artwork to help support the publication and distribution.  Please 
keep this in prayer!  Spiritually, it is such a wonder, a privilege and a 
responsibility living in these days, isn‟t it?  How amazing to see through the lens 
of God‟s Word so much of what He said would come to pass in this time.   
   Personally, we‟ve been prophecy „nuts‟ for thirty years, but what‟s going on 
now is so sobering, exciting and motivating – the predicted „birth pangs‟ are so 
obvious – this „baby‟s‟ going to pop pretty soon.  We certainly don‟t pretend to 
know when, and you shouldn‟t listen to anyone who says they do.  However, 
watching for our Lord and being ready in heart is personally a high, high priority 
and we hope it is for you as well. 
   As the scripture says, it‟s this attitude that motivates us to walk in purity – it‟s 
a blessed hope!  We pray that the Lord will just incredibly bless you and draw 
you closer to His heart and that Heavenly Minded will be a blessing to you. 
John & Darlene 
 

(Heavenly Minded is a free newsletter.  To add a friend to our 

distribution list, contact us at jdickey77@yahoo.com.  We are 

happy to consider providing additional copies for churches and 

home fellowships.  Matted prints of past covers suitable for 

framing are available for a donation.) 

 

Somewhere 

   Beyond all this 

Someday 

   Now I donôt know when Youôre coming 

   Youôre coming back again 

   And the earth will burn away 

   And the sky fill with thundering 

   As it announces the day 

   That has finally arrived 

Somewhere 

   The time is still now 

   While weôre still hanging empty 

   Empty and upside down 

   But Iôm hanging on 

   With all that is in me 

   And Iôll sing my songs 

   And Iôll laugh until I fly. 

 

  Rich Mullins 

  Philippians 3:7-16 

Somewhere 

   Between the lost and the found 

   Weôre all hanging empty 

   Empty and upside down 

   But Iôm hanging on 

   Though the fall may tempt me 

   And I believe in the dawn 

   Though I tremble in the night 

Somewhere 

   Amidst these ins and outs 

   Thereôs a fine line of purpose 

   I follow even now 

   Through the haze of despair 

   That confuses and hurts us 

   I look to see that Youôre there 

   And I run toward Your light 

Somewhere 

   Beyond these reasons and feelings 

Somewhere 

   Beyond the passion and fatigue 

   I know Youôre there 

   And that Your Spirit is leading me 
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  I‟m about to do some 
marriage counseling for a 
young couple planning a 
wedding in the Spring and 
I‟m glad I have a manual!  
Oh, it‟s not a matter of 
inexperience, rather it‟s that 
apart from the truth of the 
scriptures which we‟ll share, 
much of the „good advice‟ I 
can offer them is born out of 
my „blow-its‟ – and my wife agrees 
don‟t you, Honey! (Stop nodding so 
hard, you‟ll hurt your neck.)  You 
see, my ability to perceive the state 
of my better half is not all that 
reliable.   
   And my son isnôt doing much 
better it seems.  I recently wanted to 
take a picture of him in order to do a 
piece of artwork, but I didnôt tell him 
immediately who I wanted him to 
model.  Later when I arrived at his 
home to take the picture, he said 
heôd figured I was going to draw him 
as Samson but his wife suggested 
that it was probably going to be 
Balaamôs ass!  Ha! 
   Perception has been a problem in 
my family for a long timeé 
 
   In fact, it started about 6000 years 
ago or so with my ancestors Adam 
and Eve.  Hereôs the story: They 
really had some nice digs ï ideal in 
fact ï and they were into gardening.  
Spiritually, they were really close to 
the Lord and their daily devotions 
were awesome.  However, the Lord 
had told them not to eat of this one 
tree in the garden and said that if 
they did, theyôd die.  Now, one day,  
they were hanging out close to this 
very same tree (and donôt ask me 

why) and up comes this crafty 
serpent.  Well, he starts a 
conversation with Eve and she tells 
him about the deadly tree, buté 
 
   “Then the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die.  For 
God knows that in the day you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened and 
you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.”  So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree desirable to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate.  She 
also gave to her husband and with 
her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened and they 
knew that they were naked, and 
they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves coverings.  And 
they heard the sound of the LORD 
God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden.  Then the 
LORD God called to Adam and said 
to him, “Where are you?”  So he 
said “I heard Your voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid because I 
was naked, and I hid myself.” (Gen 
3:4-10) 

   So hereôs the deal ï what 
changed there in the garden of 
Eden was Adam and Eveôs 
perception.  The Hebrew word for 
ñknowò in the passage above is 
ñyadaò (as in yadeh-yadeh-yada) 
which literally means to ascertain by 
seeing.  That is, to perceive.  And it 
is correctly translated as ñperceiveò 
much of the time in scripture.  Now, 
up until this time, they had only 
perceived good but their sin brought 
in the perception of evil.  The 
Hebrew word for ñevilò is ñraò and 
literally means to óspoil by 
shattering.ô 
   But evil was already there before 
they had this new viewpoint; they 
simply could not perceive it.  Hereôs 
the kicker though ï sin, like a 
computer virus, infected their new 
perceivers.  What happened is that 
man now indeed perceived both 
good and evil, but having the new 
mental file labeled ñevilò as well as 
ñgoodò was the only thing that made 
him more like God.  You see, what 
goes into the files is a totally 
different matter.  We can assume 
that man gained the ability to 
distinguish good and evil accurately, 
but that is NOT at all the case.  For 
sin not only created the new ófileô 
called evil, but it also began spoiling 
or shattering manôs perception of 
what was truly good as well. 
   Earlier in the Genesis story, we 
see that manôs natural tendency is 
to label everything ï fundamentally, 
this means that he trusts his 
perception or judgment.  To 
distinguish, to discern and then to 
declare what something or who 
someone is ï this is what God did 
as we read the story of creation and 
this is what He had Adam do with all 

the animals and with his mate.  Like 
baby steps into life ï manôs 
perceiving was the ócreatureôsô 
limited copying of the Creatorôs 
knowledge.  God doesnôt óperceiveô 
like man ï He knows.   
   But man perceives. 
 
   And his enemy, Satan, knew that 
if manôs perceiver was 
malfunctioning, then the whole unit 
would be doomed.   
   Imagine this, what if you had a TV 
set that had a secret software 
component that changed everything 
you saw on it from what was really 
being broadcast?  How about if it 
believably changed everyoneôs 
appearance and everyoneôs words 
and actions?  Now, imagine that this 
faulty receiver is your only window 
on the world.  In essence, this is 
what happened to man in the 
garden. 
   And three perceptions are 
mentioned as changing as a result: 
   -  manôs perception of himself 
   -  manôs perception of God 
   -  manôs perception of paradise  

   and his home 
   First, referring back to the 
scripture passage above, manôs 
immediate impression of himself 
with this new perceiver was shame.  
That which was created and 
declared by God to be good now 
needed to be covered up.  Man 
ceased to agree with God ï their 
physical condition of nakedness had 
not changed but their perception of 
it had.   
   Indeed, ever since, man‟s 
coverings (of all sorts) have served 
his desire to hide his shame.  
Fundamentally, deep within his 
heart, man is ashamed and 
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discontent with who he is (how he 
perceives himself).  Even his 
boasting, arrogance and seeming 
self confidence are cover ups. 
   So they used these large scratchy 
fig leaves to clothe themselves 
which, of course, was an 
uncomfortable reminder of their 
disobedience and new sin nature. 
   Next, was Adam and Eve‟s new 
perception of the Lord.  God, with 
Whom they once fellowshipped, was 
now feared.  This was because they 
believed Satan and perceived God 
as hard, resentful and repressive 
(like the man in the parable of the 
talents – see Mat 25:24,25).   
   But God did not and does not 
change (see Mal 3:6).  It was their 
perception of God that changed.  
Indeed, man has never since truly 
been able to recognize God for Who 
He is.  Fundamentally, man sees 
God, in character, as a ómanô ï 
loftier and grander than himself, but 
still imagining that the Lord 
perceives as he perceives, thinks as 
he thinks ï i.e. he continues to 
believe Satanôs lie.  And God 
addresses this many times in 
Scripture. (See Num 23:19; Isa 
55:8,9; Jer 29:11; Psa 50:21, etc.).  
It is a gross misperception. 
   The irony is that in order to bridge 
this perception gap, God did 
become a man ï Jesus Christ; and 
having spent three years with his 
disciples, was still not recognized by 
them (see John 14:8,9).  Not really, 
not until His atoning death and 
resurrection.  The guys who had 
followed Him for these years were 
arguing the day before His arrest 
and crucifixion who was going to be 
the greatest in the coming kingdom.  
They were shocked and amazed 

that very evening when Christ 
washed their feet as an example of 
Godôs will for them.  Genuine 
humble servanthood did not and 
does not equate with greatness in 
manôs perception even within the 
church at times. 
   You see, in the garden of Eden, 
fig leaves didnôt really do the job.  
They were like manôs efforts to 
cover himself by religious 
observances or keeping the Mosaic 
Law.  But mercifully and graciously, 
God gave them coverings of skin 
(see Gen 3:21).  And this revealed 
His heart for them ï it clearly implied 
an animal died, blood was shed, a 
sacrifice was made, a gift was given 
ï all to adequately cover man, to 
truly cover his shame. Prophetically, 
this clearly speaks of the unmerited 
gift of Christôs sacrificial death and 
the covering of our sins by His 
righteousness.   
   In the book of Revelation, Christ 
speaking to the last days Laodicean 
church says, ñBecause you say, „I 
am rich, have become wealthy, and 
have need of nothing‟ – and do not 
know that you are wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked 
(talk about a perception problem!) – 
I counsel you to buy from Me gold 
refined in the fire, that you may be 
rich, and white garments, that you 
may be clothed, that the shame of 
your nakedness may not be 
revealed.” (Rev 3:17, 18)  God 
wants to cover us. 
   Lastly, there was their new 
perception of paradise and planet 
earth.  Man was once a resident of 
paradise.  He woke up to it 
everyday.  His life was so peaceful, 
purposeful and productive ï we 
canôt conceive of it.  To picture it as 

two people frolicking in their Bôday 
suits amid a botanical wonderland is 
a cruel and hideous parody, a trivial 
and mean imagination.   
   God Himself had planted this 
garden ï it was a holy place where 
He fellowshipped with man.  
However, with his new perceiver, 
man was unfit to dwell there, so God 
moved him out and barred the 
entrance.  No longer could they see 
or perceive paradise and this world 
looked much, much different -- thus 
it is today.  The apostles Paul and 
John saw heaven but only by 
supernatural revelation.  
Fundamentally, man cannot see 
his true home.   
   And so, the problem of perception 
is the óperception problemô.  Satan 
lied: 
-   he said we wouldn‟t die but we 
die 
-   he said we would clearly perceive 
good and evil but we are blind, 
perceiving much in error, even good 
as evil and evil as good. 
-   he said God was holding back 
something good for us but God was 
protecting us.  He has not and will 
not hold back that which is good for 
His children (see Psa 84:11) 
   And we have believed him.  In 
fact, this enemy still lies to us 
everyday and there are times when 
we ótake the baitô ï right? 
   Soé can we óclear the fogô?  Can 
we fix the problem? Can we make 
our óperceiversô function as 
designed?é.No. 
   No?!? 
   President Kennedy once said that 
man has made his problems and 
man can fix them.  Well, he was 
dead wrong on the latter part.  But 
there is hopeélet me explain. 

   In the upper floors of one of the 
WTC towers was a very successful 
company.  The employees were well 
off and fully engrossed in the realm 
of financial fantasy.  Their view of 
the world was literally panoramic 
and their lives quite prosperous.  It 
would seem that they needed 
nothing, not even God. 
   But God knew differently, and 
Heôd planted among them one soul 
who was a continual Christian 
witness before them.  Until 
September 11

th
, they paid him little 

attention.  But then came the terrible 
catastrophe by which we all were 
stunned ï the jet that crashed into 
that tower hit it just below their 
offices and they all were trapped.  In 
a moment, every perspective on life 
changed for them. 
   And yet, there was this one guy 
among them whose perspective was 
basically unchanged and many of 
them came to him now, earnestly 
seeking help.  Just before the end, 
he was able to telephone his wife to 
say goodbye, and he reported that a 
large number of people, perhaps 
three quarters of the companyôs 
employees, had gotten saved and 
were raising their hands in prayer 
even as he spoke. 
   You see, the perspectives of 
Godôs witness didnôt need to change 
because they werenôt based upon 
what he saw before or after the 
catastrophe.  As a born-anew 
Christian, what he knew about 
himself, his Lord and Godôs promise 
of heaven was a matter of faith ï not 
sight. (See 2 Cor 5:7)  You could 
say that, as Christians, what we 
óknowô in our óknowerô is far more 
certain than what we perceive in our 
óperceiverô.  This kind of knowing is 



faith, childlike faith which is born out 
of our relationship with God and 
hearing His words.  
   You see, we canôt fix the 
perception problem but God can.  
Generally, He starts with how we 
perceive ourselves.  Often, He puts 
us in circumstances that can strip 
away the fig leaves.  Sometimes, we 
scramble to pick them back up or 
even to add more.  However, fig 
leaves will not do ï they must go.  
(And you know most of your fig 
leaves.) 
   That is, fig-uratively, we must bare 
all to God, give Him all our cover-
ups and our sins.  No one will ever 
perceive themselves correctly apart 
from this.  Now, as we do this, as 
we emerge from hiding amongst the 
trees so to speak, there is a shame 
of nakedness, a shame of 
insufficiency.  Itôs like the emperorôs 
new clothes ï in reality, apart from 
Godôs tailoring, we are naked --
shamefully so, and  when we finally 
see ourselves as such, we are 
positioned to receive Godôs 
covering. 
   No man could stitch this real 
covering together.  In fact, like 
Christôs earthly robe, it has no 
stitching.  Itôs a single work. Itôs a 
robe of righteousness or right-ness.  
Itôs a gift to you and me, yet like the 
animal skin given to Adam and Eve, 
it came at the expense of Oneôs life 
ï Christ died to clothe you.   
   And as you receive it, you begin to 
perceive God correctly ï to know 
Him relationally as gracious, loving, 
just and holy, merciful, longsuffering 
andé that Heôs ñfor youò. 
   And then thereôs your perception 
of home.  Clothed in heavenôs high-
fashion, you are no longer the 

worldly trend-setter you once were 
nor do you care to be.  You come to 
realize that where God places you, 
outside the ógardenô, is no picnic ï 
though youôre here on planet earth, 
itôs not your home and never will be.  
Your vision clears and you perceive 
this world as a pilgrim does, for you 
know that heaven is your eternal 
home.  (And while youôre here, 
thereôs divinely directed work to do!) 
   Now, hereôs something I find 
radically wonderful -- because we 
are created beings, we will never be 
able to perceive omnisciently ï in 
fact, one of the joys of heaven will 
be the eternal growth or bigness of 
our perceptions of these three 
things ï who we are in Christ, Who 
our Lord is and the incredible 
delightfulness of our heavenly 
home.  What an unspeakably grand 
eternity!   
   Now, if you‟re a „born-anew‟ 
believer, you probably have 
understood these things already and 
are looking forward with eagerness 
to the time when God fixes the fix 
we‟re in.   
   But if you‟re not sure of your 
eternal identity, relationship or 
home, listen to Christ‟s call – you 
see, you‟re potentially His bride – if 
you‟ll say yes to His proposal – a 
proposal He gave with bended knee 
on the cross of Calvary.  Make Him 
the Lord of your life, for He is very 
soon about to say, “I do.” by 
snatching us outta here and you 
DON‟T want to miss it!  He‟s going 
to take us home to a honeymoon 
that never ends. 
   It begins with a sincere prayer – 
say yes to the One Who loves you – 
Jesus our Christ. 

 

The NEWS 
   "This special day of prayer 
and fasting, a Friday at the end 
of Ramadan, gives Catholics a 
chance to show their solidarity 
with Muslims," -- Archbishop 
Michael Fitzgerald, Vatican 

Middle East 
Syria Warns the US Against 
"Unlimited Problems" 

28 November 2001  
   Calling it ña fatal mistake to harm any 
Arab country,ò Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq a-Sharaaô warned the United 
States against expanding its war on 
terrorism beyond its current boundaries, 
reports the official Syrian news agency 
(SANA). Speaking at a joint press 
conference with Lebanese Foreign 
Minister, Mahmoud Hamoud, a-Sharaaô 
said, ñAny threat against any Arab 
country is rejected and any strike 
against any Arab country would lead to 
unlimited problems. The US knows this 
and Europe does too.ò  
 
Iraq Warns of Attack on Israel 

   NICOSIA [MENL] -- For the first time 
since 1990, Iraq has warned that it could 
launch a missile attack against Israel if 
the United States attacks the regime of 
President Saddam Hussein.  
   "We always expect evil and 
aggression from the American 
administration," Iraqi Vice President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan told the Doha-
based A-Jazeera satellite television. 
"Our preparations are always in place. 
Any nation that has attacked has the 
right to defend itself by any means. This 
is a legimate right."  
 
Arafat's call to sacrifice: 'We are all 
martyrs in paradise' 

SPECIAL TO WORLD TRIBUNE.COM 
December 18, 2001  
   RAMALLAH ï Palestinian Authority 
Chairman Yasser Arafat has appealed 
for martyrs in the war against Israel. In 
an address in Ramallah, Arafat said 
Palestinians should regard a Palestinian 
youngster killed in a crossfire between 
PA and Israeli forces killed in the Gaza 
Strip as an example for the Palestinian 
people. Arafat said all Palestinians are 
martyrs.  
 
 

  
  The Bible indicates that the generation 
which witnesses the rebirth of the nation 
of Israel will also witness all the events 
leading up to Christ‟s 2

nd
 coming.  It says 

that in the last days Jerusalem will be a 
“cup of trembling” – the focus of attention 
of the whole world.  It predicts a massive 
war with Russia leading a league of 
nations including Iran, Iraq, Libya, and 
many others against Israel.  It is thought 
by many Bible scholars that this war will 
either immediately precede or be 
immediately subsequent to the rapture of 
the Church as mentioned in I Cor 15,       
1 Thes 5 and several other scriptures.  
   In addition, there is the prediction of a 
revival of a major world power arising out 
of the former Roman Empire and exerting 
a strong influence over Israel and in 
particular, Jerusalem. (Dan. 2)   The 
leader of this coalition, a charismatic man, 
will be the ultimate false Messiah and lead 
the world to oppose Christ‟s return. He will 
insist upon a one world religion with  
ultimately himself as god.  Punishment for 
not following this religion will be, as with 
Islam, death. And no man will be allowed 
to buy or sell without his “mark” in his 
hand or forehead. 
   Also, Daniel the prophet predicted 
man‟s knowledge would dramatically 
increase in this time. 
   Without a doubt, we are living in exciting 
and sobering times. 
   As we consider these things in light of 
God‟s eternal Word, we can take heart 
that all is moving toward His conclusion.  
Just a few scriptures to review:  
Middle East  -- Zech 12:2,3, Ez 37 
Church ï 2Tim3:1-5, 1Tim4:1,2 
Knowledge growth ï Dan 12:4 
Final Generation ï Mk 13:28-30 

Russia ï Ez 38, 39                               
One World Religion -- Revelation 13 



   Arafat said he is willing to sacrifice 70 
Palestinians to ensure the death of one 
Israeli. The speech was broadcast 
several times on PA radio.   éthe crowd 
began to chant that millions of 
Palestinians are prepared to march as 
martyrs to Jerusalem.  
   Arafat's speech on Tuesday came less 
than two days after he issued a call for 
an end of Palestinian attacks against 
Israel.  Israeli intelligence sources said 
Palestinian groups have recruited 600 
Palestinians for suicide-bombing attacks 
in Israel.  
  
Palestinians Discuss Successor to 
Arafat 

   JERUSALEM [MENL] -- Leading 
Palestinians are quietly discussing a 
successor to Palestinian Authority 
Chairman Yasser Arafat.  
   Israeli and Palestinian sources said a 
growing number of Palestinians regard 
Arafat as having ceded much of his 
authority to insurgency groups in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The sources 
said Arafat routinely passes over his 
security commanders to deal directly 
with the heads of new militias.  
   "I don't see a smooth replacement or 
exchange of power," an Israeli defense 
official said. "Even the Palestinians are 
taking the same line. I tend to believe 
there will be some kind of struggle 
between various establishments, maybe 
a violent one, an active struggle.ò 
 
Egypt warns U.S. that Israeli 
offensive could spark regional war 

MIDDLE EAST NEWSLINE 
December 7, 2001  
   CAIRO ð Egypt has warned the 
United States that the Israeli military 
offensive against the Palestinian 
Authority could spread into a 
confrontation with the Arab world.  
   The warning came as Egyptian 
defense chiefs asserted that the military 
is prepared for any slide into regional 
war.  
   Egyptian diplomats and government-
aligned analysts said President Hosni 

Mubarak has told Washington it will not 
tolerate the Israeli destruction of the 
regime of PA Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
The diplomats said Mubarak has 
repeatedly pledged to Arafat that the 
Egyptian president would preserve the 
PA.  
 

 
Hizbollah Leader Nasrallah 
 
Iran's Rafsanjani suggests  nuclear 
attack on Israel 

SPECIAL TO WORLD TRIBUNE.COM 
Monday, December 17, 2001  
   One of Iranôs most influential ruling 
clerics called on the Muslim states to 
use nuclear weapon against Israel, 
assuring them that while such an attack 
would annihilate Israel, it would cost 
them "damages only".  
The speech by former Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani failed to 
catch the attention of the western press 
but made waves  in the Middle East.  
   "If a day comes when the world of 
Islam is duly equipped with the arms 
Israel has in its possession, the strategy 
of colonialism would face a stalemate 
because application of an atomic bomb 
would not leave anything in Israel but 
the same thing would just produce 
damages in the Muslim world", Former 
Iranian President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani told the crowd at the 
traditional Friday prayers in Tehran.  
  
US Envoy Zinni Prepares Alternatives 
for Day after Palestinian Authorityôs 
Collapse 

   15 December:  The US truce envoy, 

Anthony Zinni, quickly understood that 
his chances of brokering a Palestinian-
Israeli ceasefire were nil as long as 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat refused 
to lift a finger against Palestinian 
terrorists. On the assumption that the 
Palestinian Authority was on the verge 
of collapse, Zinni was pressed into 
service to test the ground for 
Washingtonôs alternative scenario. 
   Egypt and Jordan will send their 
armies into Palestinian-ruled areas to 
take the place of a collapsed Arafat 
regime or a Palestinian Authority 
stripped of powers. The Jordanian army, 
including its intelligence arm, would re-
locate itself in the West Bank instead of 
the Palestinian security and intelligence 
services, while the Egyptian military 
would re-occupy the Gaza Strip. 
   This was the main subject of his talks 
Saturday, December 15, with King 
Abdullah II in Amman and President 
Hosni Mubarak in Cairo. After those 
talks, it was announced in Washington 
that Zinni had been recalled for 
consultations, during which he will no 
doubt submit his report on his talks with 
the two Arab leaders, as well as with the 
Israeli prime minister Ariel Sharon this 
week. The US envoy most certainly 
asked Abdullah and Mubarak to ready 
the necessary military force for a Middle 
East war that appears imminent. 
   The Jordanian king said he had two 

paratroop brigades of Jordan‟s rapid 
deployment force ready to go into the 
West Bank at short notice.  
 
Turkey braces for war, fortifies 
border with Iraq 

SPECIAL TO WORLD TRIBUNE.COM 
Friday, November 30, 2001  
   ANKARA ð Turkey has bolstered its 
border with Iraq to prepare for any U.S.-
led effort to topple the regime of 
President Saddam Hussein.  
   The government of Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit has become increasingly 
convinced that the United States will 
attack Baghdad. Turkish officials said 
they believe Washington will seek 
Ankara's support in any such campaign.  
   Already, the Incirlik air force base in 
southern Turkey has become a major 
center for Britain and the United States. 
The base serves British and U.S. 
combat jets that patrol northern Iraq and 
could be the launching point for any 
attack on the Saddam regime.  
 
Israel cuts ties with Arafat, lashes out 

   Dec. 13 ð  Capping a day of 
relentless violence, Israel expressed its 
lack of confidence in Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat by officially severing ties 
with him Thursday. Israeli forces then 
launched retaliatory airstrikes on his 
West Bank headquarters and sent 
troops to surround Palestinian towns. 

  

 

Palestinian buildings in flames. 



   The Cabinet statement said Arafat 
was ñdirectly responsibleò for the attacks 
ñand therefore is no longer relevant to 
Israel, and Israel will no longer have any 
connection with him.ò 
    ñArafat will no longer be the address 
for Israel to take care of the terror issue, 
and from now on, we will do whatever 
we can as a country to defend 
ourselves,ò Israeli Justice Minister Meir 
Sheetrit told a news conference after the 
meeting. 
 

 
PA Police HQ Destroyed 
 
Arafat in hiding as Israel launches 
massive attacks 

SPECIAL TO WORLD TRIBUNE.COM 
December 13, 2001  
   RAMALLAH ð Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has gone into hiding after 
an Israeli missile attack damaged his 
headquarters here earlier today.  
Israel's military launched a major 
offensive meant to destroy the 
Palestinian Authority security and 
weapons infrastructure in the wake of a 
Palestinian attack on a Jewish 
community in the West Bank.  
   Arafat has prepared an underground 
bunker in the Ramallah area to survive 
any Israeli attack, PA sources said. 
Other bunkers were built for Arafat in 
the Gaza Strip.  
 
Mubarak Warns of Mideast 
Destruction 

CAIRO [MENL] -- Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak has warned that the 

Middle East, including Israel, is heading 
toward destruction.  
Mubarak said the region is sliding into 
war that could involve weapons of mass 
destruction. The Egyptian president said 
he relayed the warning to the United 
States and American Jewish leaders.  
In an interview to the Beirut-based A-
Safir daily, Mubarak said the 
continuation of the Israeli-Palestinian 
war could lead to regional war. He 
portrayed a scenario in which Israel 
would assassinate Palestinian Authority 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, a move that 
would spark first anarchy and then 
revenge.  
   

Russia/China 
China and Russia pledge to fight 
terrorism together 
November 30, 2001 
   BEIJING (Reuters) - China and Russia 
wrapped up anti-terrorism talks on 
Friday, pledging to support each other in 
combating terrorism "no matter where it 
happens or who organises it", the official 
Xinhua news agency said.  
   The two sides also discussed "the 
situation surrounding anti-terrorist 
operations in Afghanistan", according to 
a statement from the Russian embassy. 
Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan 
hailed the "working group" on anti-
terrorism, which held its first round of 
talks this week, as a cornerstone of the 
two countries' strategic partnership, 
Xinhua said.  
 
Putin warns US over war on terror 

Financial Times 
December 16 2001  
   Russia expects the US to consult it 
before taking the "war against terrorism" 
anywhere beyond Afghanistan, 
President Vladimir Putin said in an 
interview with the Financial Times.  
   But the Russian president warned 
specifically against military action in 
Iraq. The next priority for the anti-
terrorist coalition should be to "block the 
financing of terrorist activities", he said. 

"And so far I have no confirmation, no 
evidence that Iraq is financing the 
terrorists that we are fighting against."  
 
Greece, Russia Sign Accords, 
Discuss Arms 

   ATHENS [MENL] -- Greece and 
Russia have signed six accords, 
including one on security, and discussed 
the prospect of new arms deals.  
   The two countries signed the 
agreements during the weekend visit by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
Athens.  
   The agreements included cooperation 
in the fields of energy, security, justice, 
culture and air transport. Putin also 
discussed arms sales to Athens in talks 
with Greek Defense Minister Yiannos 
Papantoniou.  
  
Moscow 'vehemently' opposes 
attacks on Iraq 

Sees Saddam's terror-sponsor state as 
'long-term partner' 
WorldNetDaily.com  
   "Russia is vehemently opposed" to a 
U.S. attack on Iraq, and President 
George W. Bush's demand that Iraq 
allow the re-entry of U.N. weapons 
inspectors "is used as a pretext" to 
justify an attack on Iraq, according to 
official Russian sources.  
   Furthermore, "Moscow is convinced 
that Washington has no proof of Iraq's 
connection with the events of 
September 11 é or Iraq's involvement 
in terrorism," while any assault on Iraq 
would split the anti-terrorism coalition, 
Moscow stated.  
   The statements were reported by the 
Voice of Russia World Service, the 
official broadcasting service of the 
Russian government.  
   Moscow's strong objections arise from 
Russia's decades-long ties with 
Baghdad. "For a number of historical, 
geographical, military, political and 
economic reasons, Moscow is 
interested in good relations with 
Baghdad," an earlier Voice of Russia 
broadcast declared.  

   In fact, relations between Russia and 
Iraq are not merely "good," they are 
quite amicable and growing steadily 
closer.  

 
Putin and Bush in agreement 
 
China demands return of its terror 
fighters 
By David Rennie in Beijing 
(Filed: 12/12/2001) The Telegraph 
BEIJING yesterday demanded that 
Chinese citizens found fighting for the 
Taliban in Afghanistan should be 
handed over to face justice - a demand 
that will alarm human rights groups and 
test China's fledgling anti-terror alliance 
with the United States. 
Zhang Qiyue, a foreign ministry 
spokesman, said China had been 
informed that ethnic Uighurs from the far 
western province of Xinjiang had been 
caught in Afghanistan.  

  

European Union 
Blair 'deal' to become European 
president  

By Rachel Sylvester 
(Filed: 06/12/2001)  
TONY BLAIR is being urged by other 
European leaders, including Gerhard 
Schröder and Jacques Chirac, to stand 
down as Prime Minister before the 
general election to become President of 
the European Commission. 
The German Chancellor and the French 
President are said to have reached an 
"understanding" with Mr Blair that the 
job will be his if he successfully takes 

Palestinian buildings in flames. 



Britain into the European single 
currency. 
The Prime Minister has given them the 
impression that he would be keen to 
take over from Romano Prodi, who 
stands down in January 2005. 
 
Cherie stops Blair being stick in the 
mud 

The Times   
DECEMBER 15 2001 
   THEY rubbed fruits and mud over 
each otherôs bodies. They screamed 
and went through a ñrebirthò. Then they 
made a wish for world peace.  
   All in all, it made a change from 
everyday life for a nice English couple, 
Tony and Cherie, trying a New Age 
experience on the Mexican Riviera. 
They emerged refreshed even though 
the bit about world peace did not really 
work out. 
   During their stay at the hotel, the 
Blairs were particularly impressed by the 
Temazcal, a Mayan steam bath, where 
they took part in a ñrebirthing ritualò 
wearing nothing but their swimming 
costumes.  
Mrs Blair, whose enthusiasm for New 
Age and alternative therapies is well 
known, initially went to the Temazcal on 
her own. But she so enjoyed the 
experience that she persuaded a slightly 
shy Prime Minister to join her the next 
evening.  
   Led by Nancy Aguilar, the participants 
are invited to meditate, feel at one with 
Mother Earth and experience inner 
feelings and visions.ò  
   Ms Aguilar told the Blairs to bow and 
pray to the four winds as Mayan prayers 
were read out.  Before leaving, the 
Blairs were told to scream out loud to 
signify the pain of rebirth. They then 
walked hand-in-hand down the beach to 
swim in the sea.  
   Despite being a Roman Catholic, Mrs 
Blair has had a long interest in 
alternative therapies. She has been 
photographed wearing an acupuncture 
needle in the top of her ear as well as a 
ñbio-electric shieldò pendant filled with 

ñmagic crystalsò to ward off harmful rays 
from computers and mobile phones. 
She has also been a client of Bharti 
Vyas, the New Age guru, whose holistic 
therapy centre in London she officially 
opened last month.  
 
EU: Arafat must dismantle Hamas, 
Islamic Jihad 

By Herb Keinon and News Agencies 
Jerusalem Post 
   JERUSALEM (December 11) - The 
European Union told Palestinian 
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat 
yesterday to dismantle "the terrorist 
networks" of Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
and declare an end to the violent 
uprising, as it toughened its line on 
Palestinian attacks.  
   The statement from the 15-member 
bloc was unprecedented, as the EU is 
frequently criticized by the government 
for taking a pro-Palestinian stance.  
   However, Belgian Foreign Minister 
Louis Michel, who chaired the meeting, 
insisted the EU is not siding with Israel 
and said the position "pointed to the 
sensitive issues of both sides."   Despite 
expressing little hope of a breakthrough, 
the EU is stepping up diplomatic drive to 
seek a cease-fire.  
 

United States 
US Considers Nukes to Destroy 
Saddamôs WMD 

   WASHINGTON [MENL] -- The Bush 
administration is being quietly urged to 
develop low-yield nuclear bombs to 
destroy Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction program.  
Industry sources said the administration 
is being lobbied by both the Pentagon 
and members of Congress to develop a 
new generation of low-yield nuclear 
weapons. The bombs would seek to 
destroy hardened targets in rogue 
states, particularly Iraq.  
 
New U.S. view: Arafat is history 

SPECIAL TO WORLD TRIBUNE.COM 
December 11, 2001  

   WASHINGTON ð The recent suicide 
bombings in Israel provided the catalyst 
for a new Bush administration take on 
peace prospects in the Middle East.  
   Diplomatic sources here said the 
President's view that Palestinian 
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat has 
lost credibility as a negotiating partner is 
shared by Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, National Security Advisor 
Condoleezza Rice and the 
congressional leadership.  
   The U.S. pressure on Arafat has even 
been joined by the European Union. 
Diplomatic sources said the EU has 
warned that it might no longer continue 
funding the PA unless attacks end 
against Israeli civilians. 
 

 
 
Bush: Next Phase of War Focuses on 
'Rogue States' 

   CHARLESTON, S.C. (Reuters) - 
President Bush said on Tuesday the 
next priority in the U.S. war on terrorism 
was to prevent ''rogue states'' from 
spreading nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons.  
   ``America's next priority to prevent 
mass terror is to protect against the 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and the means to deliver 
them,'' Bush said. ``I wish I could report 

to the American people that this threat 
does not exist -- that our enemy is 
content with car bombs and box cutters 
-- but I cannot.''  
 
U.S. massing its troops near Iraq 

20,000-plus soldiers moved to Kuwait, 
Qatar as debate brews over war's next 
stage 
National Post 12/21/01 
   More than 20,000 American troops 
have been moved into Qatar and Kuwait 
in a possible sign the United States is 
shifting its focus on terrorism to Iraq. 
   Also yesterday, the Czech parliament 
approved a plan to send up to 400 anti-
chemical warfare and medical troops to 
help the United States. 
   The Pentagon has insisted it is merely 
rotating troops but defense analysts say 
about 24,000 troops have been moved 
in with barely a brigade, about 4,000, 
moving out. 
 

United Nations 
Annan backs US call for Palestinian 
state 

By Edith M. Lederer, The Associated 
Press 
   UNITED NATIONS - Secretary-
General Kofi Annan has backed US 
President George W. Bush's call for a 
Palestinian state, but Israel says there 
will be no progress toward a final 
settlement of the Mideast conflict UN 
until the violence ends.  
   In a speech on the 54th anniversary of 
the day the United Nations called for 
separate states for Israelis and 
Palestinians, Annan said the time has 
come for the Palestinians to "finally be 
allowed to exercise their inalienable 
rights, including the right to self-
determination and to a state of their 
own."  
 
UN Warns US Against War Expansion 

December 19 
   UNITED NATIONS (AP) - Secretary-
General Kofi Annan on Wednesday 
warned the United States against 



expanding it wars on terrorism to Iraq, 
saying there is no evidence connecting 
Baghdad to the Sept. 11 attacks.  
   President Bush said recently that 
countries which develop weapons of 
mass destruction intended for terrorist 
purposes ``will be held accountable.''  
   Iraq maintains that it has already 
complied with U.N. weapons inspectors, 
and has demanded that sanctions be 
lifted immediately.  
 
UN Assembly Sets Emergency Debate 
on Middle East 
December 20, 2001 
   UNITED NATIONS (Reuters) - The 
U.N. General Assembly scheduled an 
emergency debate on the Middle East 
crisis for Thursday at the request of 
Arab and nonaligned nations after the 
United States vetoed a Security Council 
resolution stating that the Palestinian 
Authority was essential to the peace 
process. 
   U.S. Ambassador John Negroponte 
said that resolution, sponsored by Egypt 
and Tunisia, was aimed at isolating 
Israel politically and did not mention 
recent suicide bombings against Israelis 
or those responsible for them.  
   The United States, Israel's closest ally, 
does not have a veto in the General 
Assembly, as it does in the Security 
Council. But the assembly lacks the 
council's broad powers in the realm of 
international peace and security. 
 

Religion 
Muslim guerrillas seize Christians for 
human shield  

By Anton La Guardia, Diplomatic Editor 
(Filed: 28/11/2001)  

   MUSLIM guerrillas shouting "God is 
Great" paraded about 70 mainly 
Christian hostages through the 
Philippine port of Zamboanga yesterday 
as separatists stepped up their rebellion 
against the government, whose troops 
are backed by America. 
   The hostages wept and pleaded with 
nearby troops not to open fire as the 

guerrillas prodded them forward with 
rifle butts towards another district where 
they joined a larger group of rebels. 
Newsweek magazine reported that US 
special forces had been sent to the 
Philippines to help to wipe out Abu 
Sayyaf. 
 

 
Muslim guerrillas march Filipino 
hostages through Zamboanga after 
fighting in which at least 28 people died 

 
Vatican to discuss Christian future in 
Holy Land 

By The Associated Press 
   VATICAN CITY - Pope John Paul II 
has summoned Catholic leaders to a 
summit December 13 to discuss the 
"future of Christians in the Holy Land," 
the Vatican said today.  
   John Paul, who visited the Holy Land 
last year a few months before the start 
of the Palestinian uprising against Israel, 
wants to confirm "his spiritual closeness" 
to Catholics in the region and "share the 
drama of their daily existence too often 
tested by violence and discrimination," 
the Vatican said.  
   Christian influence has waned across 
the Middle East, especially in areas of 
turmoil. A majority 15 centuries ago, 
Christians today make up only 2 percent 
of the population in the Holy Land.  
 

China forces closet Christians into state 
church 
   BEIJING (Reuters) - China has 
stepped up a campaign to make 
members of the underground Christian 
church in the northern province of 
Shaanxi join the state-backed "patriotic" 
church, local officials said on Friday.  
   The local Religious Affairs Bureau 
launched the crackdown, codenamed 
"Operation 816", two years ago but 
accelerated their efforts in October, a 
local Communist Party official told 
Reuters.  
"The operation is more of an education 
campaign than a forcible crackdown," 
the official said. "It is all about listing 
those illegal churches under the 
Patriotic Church."  
   China bans all religious activity 
outside state-backed "patriotic" religious 
organisations, but rights groups say 
millions of faithful worship regularly in 
underground churches and prayer 
groups.  
 
Christians terrorized in Muslim 
Indonesia 

Islamic militants praising bin Laden 
promise believers 'bloody December' 
WorldNetDaily.com  
   Thousands of Islamic militants with 
apparent ties to Osama bin Laden are 
terrorizing Christians in central 
Indonesia, according to religious 
advocacy groups.  
   More than 50,000 Christians in the 
Central Sulawesi province town of 
Tentena are in imminent danger of 
attack by a paramilitary group called 
Laskar Jihad.  
   The jihad fighters' intention? To 
completely eliminate Christians from the 
region, said Steven Snyder, who took a 
survey trip to the area in late November. 
Snyder is president of Washington, 
D.C.-based International Christian 
Concern.  
 
Despite US appeal, Christians remain 
in Saudi jail 

   ABU DHABI [MENL] -- Saudi Arabia 
has refused a U.S. appeal to release 
more than a dozen Christians accused 
of practicing their faith.  
   The Christians were arrested in a 
series of raids that began in July in the 
Saudi city of Jedda. U.S. diplomats 
raised the issue with the kingdom and 
were told that the Christians would be 
released.  
   The practice of any other religion but 
Islam is banned by Saudi law. Over the 
last decade, Saudi authorities had 
allowed private prayer but have cracked 
down on non-Islamic practice during the 
current Muslim fast month of Ramadan. 
They said that Saudi authorities have 
not formally charged the Christians or 
told them of why they had been jailed. 
 
Tape reveals role by Saudi clergy in 
backing attacks 

SPECIAL TO WORLD TRIBUNE.COM 
Friday, December 14, 2001  
   The videotape released by the 
Pentagon on Thursday reveals Osama 
Bin Laden's apparent coordination of the 
attacks on New York and Washington 
with members of the Saudi clergy.  
   "What is the stand of the mosques 
there [in Saudi Arabia]?" Bin Laden asks 
an unidentified Saudi cleric.  
   "Honestly, they are very positive," the 
unidentified cleric replied. "Sheik Al 
Bahrani gave a good sermon in his 
class after the sunset prayers."  
   The unidentified sheik is seen telling 
Bin Laden that Bahrani issued his 
sermon "at the exact time of the attack 
on America, precisely at the time."  
  
Indonesia Group Tied to al Queda 
Kills Christians 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 
December 13, 2001  
   POSO, Indonesia ð Thousands of 
Christian villagers have fled into the hills 
of Sulawesi island to escape an 
offensive by Muslim holy warriors linked 
by the government yesterday to Osama 
bin Laden's al Qaeda terror network.  
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   Thousands of villagers from Poso 
district are now eking out a living in the 
highlands to avoid the wave of attacks. 
Some estimates of the number of 
displaced people across Sulawesi run 
as high as half a million.  

  
Pope Leads Catholic World ñFast 
for Peaceò 
   VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - Pope John 
Paul on Friday led the world's Roman 
Catholics in a day of fasting for global 
peace in solidarity with Muslims in the 
wake of attacks against the United 
States and spiraling violence in the 
Middle East.  
   The unprecedented gesture was timed 
to coincide with the end of the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan, promote 
greater understanding between 
Catholics and Muslims, and stress that 
no Catholic should automatically link 
Islam with terrorism.  
   The Vatican asked Catholics to either 
abstain from all food from sunrise to 
sunset, as devout Muslims do, take just 
bread and water, or eat the minimum 
required for their health.  
   "This special day of prayer and 
fasting, a Friday at the end of Ramadan, 
gives Catholics a chance to show their 
solidarity with Muslims," said Archbishop 
Michael Fitzgerald, secretary of the 
Vatican Council for Inter-religious 
Dialogue.  
   "By doing so, Catholics, in the words 
of the Pope, can show their respect for 
Islam, é," he said.  

 
Vatican Would Mediate Mideast 
Talks 
   VATICAN CITY, DEC. 13, 2001 
(Zenit.org).- The Holy See will make 
every possible effort to bring to an end 
the conflict in the Middle East, including 
the role of mediation, if the parties 
involved request it.  
   Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran, 
Vatican secretary for relations with 
states, made that disclosure in 

statements today during an interview on 
the Italian television station Telepace.  
   The interview took place in the 
framework of the meeting of Catholic 
leaders of the Holy Land on the future of 
Christians in the region. The meeting 
was presided over by John Paul II in the 
Vatican.  
   Archbishop Tauran said that the 
stagnation of the Mideast peace process 
was one of the first causes of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks.  
 

 
Vatican Says No Peace Until 
Israel Quits Territories 
   VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - The 
Vatican said Thursday peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians would never be 
possible until the Jewish state withdrew 
from the occupied territories and a 
Palestinian state was born.  
   The Vatican made its position clear at 
the end of a day-long meeting presided 
by Pope John Paul II and attended by 
Catholic religious leaders from the 
Middle East.  
   The future of Jerusalem, which Israel 
had declared its "united and eternal" 
capital, is one of the most thorny topics 
in the Middle East peace process.  

   Israel has thus far resisted calls by the 
Vatican for a special statute to protect 
Jerusalem as the city sacred to 
Christians, Muslims and Jews. 
Palestinians see East Jerusalem, which 
Israel captured in 1967, as the capital of 
a future state.  
   In an interview with a Catholic 
television station, the Vatican's foreign 
minister, Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran, 
said Christians in the Holy Land were 
living in a "hell."  
 
Pope considers safeguarding Holy 
Land Christians 

By Frances D'Emilio, The Associated 
Press 
   VATICAN CITY - Pope Paul II 
yesterday consulted with advisers on 
how to safeguard the tiny minority of 
Christians who live in the Holy Land, 
caught, in his words, between Jewish 
and Islamic extremism.  
   Afterward, the Vatican issued a 
statement calling once again for peace 
in the Middle East, which it said 
depends on security for Israel, a state 
for Palestinians, an Israeli withdrawal 
from Palestinian territory, a fair 
resolution to the refugee problem and 
international guarantees for Jerusalem.  
   "How we would have liked to see our 
Jewish and Muslim brothers walk 
together with us in a united pact of love 
to restore to the Holy Land its true face 
of 'crossroads of peace' and 'land of 
peace,'" the pope lamented.  
 
Religious leaders meet on terror 

   BRUSSELS, Belgium (CNN) -- 
Christian, Muslim and Jewish leaders 
are meeting in Brussels for the first 
major attempt since September 11 to try 
to curb conflicts fought in the name of 
religion. More than 80 religious 
representatives are at the conference 
chaired by the head of the Orthodox 
religions, Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, and Romano Prodi, 
President of the European Commission.  
   Their stated aim is to forge new 
means to ensure that "no individual or 

organisation succeeds ever again to use 
religion to instigate violence and 
terrorism."  
   Attending the Wednesday and 
Thursday seminar are Orthodox church 
leaders, two Cardinals, Jewish leaders, 
senior Imams and Muftis plus leaders 
from moderate Muslim states.  
   At the end of the two-day conference 
the delegates hope to adopt an action 
plan calling for regular meetings 
between religious leaders, seminars for 
policy-makers, teachers and journalists 
and inter-faith and cross-cultural youth 
initiatives.  They also hope to establish a 
secretariat for the cross-religious body 
at the liaison office of the Orthodox 
Church to the EU in Brussels.  
   Religious leaders in Brussels include 
Cardinal Kasper, President of the 
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, Rev. Konrad Raiser, 
Secretary General of the World Council 
of Churches, Sheikh Ahmed Kuftaro, 
Grand Mufti of Syria, and France's Chief 
Rabbi Rene-Samuel Sirat.  
 
Palestinian cleric labels America 
'terrorist' 

 WorldNetDaily.com  
   In a sermon broadcast by Yasser 
Arafat's official Palestinian Radio, a 
Muslim cleric blasted the United States 
as the "head of world terror."  
   Mohammed Hassin made the 
broadcast last week from the Al Aqsa 
Mosque. The broadcast was translated 
by Independent Media Review and 
Analysis.  
   Though Arafat's official spokesmen in 
the United States have publicly 
supported the war effort in Afghanistan, 
a much different message is being 
broadcast in Arabic throughout the 
Palestinian territories.  
   

Science/Health 
AIDS EPIDEMIC FASTER IN 
EASTERN EUROPE THAN IN REST 
OF WORLD: NEW FIGURES 



Report Warns Epidemic Continues in 
Upswing, Even in High-Income 
Countries 
Moscow, 28 November 2001 ï A new 
report released today, "AIDS Epidemic 
Update 2001", says the number of HIV 
infections in Eastern Europe is rising 
faster than anywhere else in the world. 
Reported figures are largely 
underestimated but even so, the latest 
figures reveal there were more than 
75,000 reported new infections in 
Russia by early November, a 15-fold 
increase in just three years. 
"HIV is spreading rapidly throughout the 
entire Eastern European region ï a 
quarter of a million new cases only this 
year," said Dr Peter Piot, Executive 
Director of the Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV/AIDS 
  
Fertility Doctor Vows to Create 
'Designer Baby'  

Mike Wendling, CNSNews.com  
Dec. 12, 2001  
   LONDON – A British fertility doctor 
has vowed to build a "designer baby" 
clinic even if authorities deny his 
application to perform a controversial 
embryo selection procedure.  
A spokesman for the Human 
Fertilization and Embryology Authority 
(HFEA) said that if Dr. Mohammed 
Taranissi follows through on this plan 
without a license, he could lose his right 
to perform in-vitro fertilization and face 
criminal charges.  
 
Refugees meeting hears proposal to 
register every human  

Sydney Morning Herald            
GENEVA, Dec 13  
   Every person in the world would be 
fingerprinted and registered under a 
universal identification scheme to fight 
illegal immigration and people 
smuggling outlined at a United Nations 
meeting today. 
   The plan was put forward by Pascal 
Smet, the head of Belgium's 
independent asylum review board.  Mr 
Smet said the European Union was 

already considering a Europe-wide 
system, using either fingerprints or eye 
scanning technology, to identify citizens.   
   But he said the plan could be 
extended worldwide.  "There are no 
technical problems. It is only a question 
of will and investment," he said.  Mr 
Smet said the scheme would give 
people dignity by giving them an identity 
if their papers had been lost or 
destroyed. 
 
BiotechFirm plans to sell implantable 
devices that can store a variety of 
data about you. 

LA Times 12/19/01 
   By DAVID STREITFELD -- A Florida 
company is poised to become the first to 
sell microchips designed to be 
implanted into human beings, an 
achievement that opens the door to new 
systems of medical monitoring and ID 
screening. 
   The company that did the test, Applied 
Digital Solutions of Palm Beach, said 
the specter of terrorism is shifting 
attitudes.  "The bottom line is, when 
people are trying to regain their peace of 
mind, they're more open to new 
approaches," said Keith Bolton, Applied 
Digital's chief technology officer. 
   The chips would need approval from 
the Food and Drug Administration, 
which Applied Digital said it expects to 
receive by midyear. The company said it 
already has secured permission from 
the Federal Communications 
Commission--necessary because the 
chips use radio frequencies. 
   Regulatory approval is not necessary 
overseas, however. Applied Digital 
expects to be selling chips in South 
America in about 90 days.   
   "As some people wring their hands 
about the invasion of privacy and civil 
liberty, a whole other generation is going 
to go, 'Cool! I've always wanted to 
embed technology in my body.' It's 
going to be fashioné  One sure sign 
that teenagers will love it is if it terrifies 
their parents," said one futurist. 
 

ET 101 ï                         

A Trump and a Blink  
   Jesus said, ñIn my Fatherôs house 
are many mansions; if it were not 
so, I would have told you.  I go to 
prepare a place for you.  And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you 
may be also.ò (John 14:2,3) 
   Most generally, this return is 
understood to be Christôs coming for 
His bride, the church, in what we 
call the rapture.  It comes from 1 
Thes 4:17 where the word 
translated as ñcaught upò is 
ñharpazoò in the Greek and ñraptusò 
in the Latin. 
   Paul wrote that we should expect 
the dead in Christ to rise first at this 
time.  The spirits of our dear ones 
who have been with Jesus will be 
seen with their new eternal bodies 
reformed somehow from the 
substance of their former ï a 
metamorphosis -- bodies built for 
heaven!  No sin or sorrow; no more 
aches or pains; no more blurred 
vision or muffled sounds; no more 
shuffling in weakness or imbalance.  
Thereôll be perfect health, radiance 
and freedom. 
   And then, in a moment, in the 
blink of an eye (now go ahead and 
blink ï yep, that quickly!) we who 
are alive and watching, saved by 
faith in Jesus Christ, will be saved in 
fact by Jesus Christ.  We also will 
likewise be changed ï instantly.  
And weôll soar or be translated into 
His presence to join our great family 
in the clouds.  Then weôll go home 
to the place Heôs prepared for us. 
   This glorious event will be 
announced by the sound of the 
Trump of God and the voice of an 

archangel (1Thes 4:16).  Now, for 
those of you who have a hard time 
imagining this, donôt worry.  It has 
nothing to do with your imagination 
or mine.  God will do it. 
   I think we can, however, glean 
some helpful insight on it from the 
account in Exodus 19.  You see, the 
rapture trumpet is specifically the 
Trump of God and is also called the 
Last Trump (1 Thes 4:16 and 1 Cor 
15:52).  Unfortunately, some have 
confused this with the last trumpet 
of Revelation and thus are 
expecting to have to go through the 
tribulation before hearing it.  But that 
tribulation trumpet specifically 
belongs to an angel (Rev 8:2,6; 
11:15).  It is not the Trump of God. 
   So the one weôre waiting to hear is 
the ñlast trumpò and in order to 
understand where to find the first 
trump(et) we consider a similar 
description/adjective concerning 
Christ.  He is called in 1 Cor 15:45 
the ñlast Adamò.  Now, the ñfirst 
Adamò is obviously the first ñAdamò 
ï deep, huh?  Well, the same 
genius can be applied to the ñfirst 
trumpò. 
   The first ñtrumpò is sounded in 
Exodus 19 and it gives us some 
prophetic clues as it points forward 
to the last trumpet.  You see, after 
two months of wilderness 
wandering, fighting with the flesh 
(typified in Amalek), murmuring at 
Meribah (the well of bitterness), 
providential provisions of food and 
drink ï the host of Israel comes to 
Sinai, the wilderness mountain, and 
they camp before it. 
   Until that time, all the people knew 
about God was from what theyôd 
seen Him do ï theyôd witnessed the 
miraculous hand of God, but theyôd 



not heard the voice of God (see 
Romans 10:17).  Moses had always 
been the go-between.  Now, before 
the mount, God prepares the people 
for something shocking ï more so 
than any of the previous wilderness 
signs and wonders.   
   Moses spoke with God.  He was a 
man with a message and the people 
were submitted; they said, ñAll that 
the Lord has spoken, we will do.ò 
(although they didnôt)  Then, the 
Lord tells Moses that He Himself is 
going to appear ñin the thick cloudò 
and speak aloud so that from that 
time forward, the people will believe.  
Moses told this to the Jewish people 
and, as God instructed, prepared 
them for ñthe third day.ò (Ex 19:11) 
   God also commanded that the 
people were not to go up the 
mountain when this happened ï 
they werenôt even to touch it or 
theyôd be put to death.  He told 
them, however, that when they 
heard the trumpet, to approach the 
mountain. 
   Now, for two days, the people 
were sanctified (set apart) and they 
washed their clothes per the Lordôs 
instructions.  Moses seems to throw 
in that they should also be celibate.  
Then, on the morning of the third 
day, hereôs what happened: 
     ñéthere were thunderings and 
lightnings, and a thick cloud on the 
mountain; and the sound of the 
trumpet was very loud, so that all 
the people who were in the camp 
trembled.ò 
     ñé the blast of the trumpet 
sounded long and became louder 
and louderéand the Lord called 
Moses to the top of the mountain 
and Moses went up.ò 

   Iôll suggest for you Bible students 
that this is a wonderful prophetic 
picture of the church age and its 
culmination.  You see, for two 
prophetic days (2000 years ï see 2 
Pet 3:8) the Jewish people have 
been set apart, sanctified if you 
would.  The world has abhorred 
them ï theyôve been set apart from 
the Lord (for their rejection of 
Christ), from the land of Israel (for 
their rebellion against Rome) and 
from the óworldô (by anti-Semiticism). 
   But the trumpetôs going to sound!  
And as with the first trump, the Lord 
Jesus will appear in the clouds (both 
at the rapture and His Second 
Coming to earth - see Mat 26:64; 
Mk 14:62; 1 Thes 4:17; Rev 1:7).  
Itôs quite possible that in a manner 
similar to this first trumpet that the 
coming last trump, the trump of 
God, will also blast loud and long.  
Everyone in óthe campô will hear it 
and tremble.   
   And as the Lord did with Moses, I 
suspect that Christ will speak to us, 
saying, ñCome up here!ò (See Ex 
19:20; Rev 4:1; 1 Thes 4:16) and we 
will be gone ï up the mountain if 
you would.  And perhaps the Jewish 
people will witness this as they did 
before mount Sinai. 
   In any case, friends, it‟s coming.  Christ 

is indeed at the door; it will be soon.  Don‟t 

be dumbed-down by the world‟s continual 

„noise‟ or disappointed by the wait.  Don‟t 

be left in „the camp‟. You‟ll be taken out of 

harm‟s way if you‟ve “washed your 

clothes”.  This means that you‟ve accepted 

God‟s gracious gift of His Son‟s blood shed 

on the cross.  There, He paid the priced for 

all our sins.  It is always and only His 

blood that gives us „clean attire‟ (See Rev 

1:5; 7:14).  When the call comes, be ready 

– be ready for the Third Day.  If you‟ll rise 

to watch the dawn, you‟ll see that the Son 

is about to rise!   

   The Bible begins with God casting 
men out of a garden and ends with 
God welcoming them into a garden 
city.  The serpent who brings sin 
and suffering at the beginning is 
thrown into the lake of fire at the 
end.  Manôs tears in Genesis 3 are 
wiped away by God in Revelation 
21.  Paradise Lost becomes 
Paradise Regained.  More than that 
ï Paradise Magnified.   
   The unfolding drama of 
redemption is the greatest story 
ever told.  Jesus is the hero, who 
suffers terribly but is ultimately 
victorious.  We, too, are part of the 
story.  We are those who scorned 
then killed him.  But incredibly, in 
the greatest plot twist of all time, he 
chooses us as his bride.  How he 
prepares for us a home and a 
wedding banquet, and he promises 
to come back to get us, rescuing us 
from a hostile world and making all 
things right. 
   This is a tragic yet triumphant 
story of suffering and grace and 

hope, so heartbreaking and joyful 
that all other good stories are 
nothing but its shadows.  And it is a 
story that is absolutely true. 
   If we grasp this great story – or let 
it grasp us --  we will truly long to 
live now in light of eternity. 

   Living in light of eternity means 
being prepared for the day of your 
death.  ñMan is destined to die once, 
and after that to face judgment.ò 
(Heb 9:27) 
   In 2 Tim 4:6-8, Paul refers to his 
death with the Greek word 
analousis, meaning ñto loosen.ò  
Consider some of its common 
usages in that culture: 

- An ox being loosed from it 
yoke when it was finished 
pulling a cart. 

- Pulling up tent stakes, in 
preparation for a journey. 

- Untying a ship from dock, to 
let it sail away. 

- Unchaining a prisoner, 
freeing him from 
confinement and suffering 
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- Solving a problem ï when a   
difficult matter was finally          
resolved it was said to have 
been ñloosened.ò 

Each of these is a graphic picture of 
death for the Christian. 
   On the one hand, the Bible calls 
death ñthe last enemyò (1 Cor 
15:26).  On the other hand, for the 
person whose faith and actions 
have prepared him for it, death is a 
deliverer, casting off the burdens of 
a hostile world and ushering him 
into the world for which he was 
made.   
   Nineteenth century clergyman 
Henry Van Dyke wrote ï 
 

ñIôm standing on the seashore.  

A ship at my side spreads her 

white sails to the morning breeze 

and starts for the blue ocean.  

Sheôs an object of beauty and 

strength and I stand and watch 

her until, at length, she hangs like 

a speck of white cloud just where 

the sea and the sky come down to 

mingle with each other.  And then 

I hear someone at my side saying, 

ñThere, sheôs gone.ò 

   ñGone where?  Gone from my 

sight , that is all.  She is just as 

large in mast and hull and spar as 

she was when she left my side.  

And just as able to bear her load 

of living freight to the place of 

destination.  Her diminished size 

is in me, not in her.ò 

   ñAnd just at the moment when 

someone at my side says, ñThere, 

she is goneò there are other eyes 

watching her coming, and there 

are other voices ready to take up 

the glad shout, ñHere she 

comes!ò 
 
  And that for the Christian is dying.  
And heavenôs shores?  Consider 
C.S. Lewisô vision ï ñThe further up 
and the further in you go, the bigger 
everything gets.  The inside is larger 
than the outside.ò  
   The moment we die the meager 
flame of this life will appear, to those 
we leave behind, to be snuffed out.  
But at the same moment on the 
other side, it will rage to sudden and 
eternal intensity ï an intensity that 
will never dim, only grow. 
   On his deathbed, D. L. Moody 
said, ñSoon you will read in the 
newspaper that I am dead.  Donôt 
believe it for a moment.  I will be 
more alive than ever before.ò 
(Thanks to Randy Alcorn for this 
material taken from his book, In 
Light of Eternity.)    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friend, if you are 
lacking absolute 
assurance of where and 
with Whom you will spend 
eternity, make the decision 
now to receive the 
complete forgiveness of all  
your sins.  Jesus the 
Christ died for you 
personally ï He took your 
place, took the judgment 
you and I are both worthy 
of  there on the cross.  
Just accept that fact and 
confess it.  It is all a matter 
of grace ï God deeply 

loves you. 

 

ñThen we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the airéò 1 Thes 4:17 


