Bleats and Roar
A Covenant Co

Dear Friends,

A.W. Tozer wrote, “Safety and peace come only after we have been forced to
our knees. God rescues us by breaking us, by shattering our strength and
wiping out our resistance. Then He invades our natures with that ancient and
eternal life which is from the beginning. So He conquers us and by that benign
conquest saves us for Himself.”

We hope you all are redeeming the time and that you're finding the strength to
do that from the Almighty. Don’t be entangled with the affairs of this life — you
DON'T want to be caught by surprise when the trumpet sounds.

May the Lord richly bless you in every way He knows you need and may your
eyes be filled with the light that comes from having the mind of Christ.

“Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”
Love in Jesus,
John & Darlene

(Heavenly Minded is a free newsletter. To add a friend to our distribution list,
contact us at jdickey77@yahoo.com . We are happy to consider providing
additional copies for churches and home fellowships. Matted prints of past
covers suitable for framing are available.)

Willina to Be Weak

If I were stronger

Would I see a reason

For trusting everything into your
hand

Without this hunger

Would I believe in

A love my heart could barely
comprehend

I never thought my brokenness
could take me very far

But it's only through my
weakness

that I see how strong you
are...Now

I'm willing to be weaker

A faithful seeker of your heart
To know your healing

I will be broken an empty vessel
in your arms

So if that is what it takes

To bring me to my knees Lord,
I'm willing

I'm willing to be weak

When I consider

All I've been given

It's clear to me your ways are not
like mine

So I surrender

This life that I'm living

Just to know a peace that you
alone provide

Here, standing in the shadow
of this mountain

I have faced I see your hand of
mercy

but it's only by your
grace...That

I'm willing to be weaker

A faithful seeker of your heart
To know your healing

I will be broken an empty
vessel in your arms

So if that is what it takes

To bring me to my knees Lord,
I'm willing

I'm willing to be weak

All T once considered gain
Now I count but loss

To know your resurrection
power

I take up my cross

I'm willing to be weaker

A faithful seeker of your heart
To know your healing

I will be broken an empty
vessel in your arms

So if that is what it takes

To bring me to my knees Lord,
I'm willing

I'm willing to be weak

Dave Moffitt/Don Koch



Bleats and
Roars

It was the most pitiful, tragic face I'd
ever seen (no, | wasn’t looking in the
mirror!). Somehow, a news
photographer had captured the portrait
of a terrorized man in India. The
caption read that he was a Muslim
surrounded by an angry mob of Hindus
who clearly were about to kill him.

His expression said it all — he’d
begged for mercy and there was none.
Now, he faced death with what
appeared to be an awareness of
eternal, unchangeable disaster.

Today, we see that religiously
motivated terrorists can be, and are,
successfully brainwashed to the point
of committing suicide in the name of
Allah. Among other things, they are
convinced of receiving in their afterlife a
blissful satiation of their fleshly lusts —
especially if they destroy in the process
lots of Allah’s enemies. And thus they
voice with measured bravado, “We're
not afraid to die!”

However, if they knew the truth, they
would all appear as the man in the
photo, and the sickening certainty is
that they do — afterwards, when it’s too
late. But instead of an angry mob of
men, they face a much worse
company.

Now, in considering strength and
weakness, | was amazed at how these
concepts weave almost without notice
throughout the entirety of the scripture.
You know, there are about 50 different
words in the original Hebrew, Greek
and Aramaic that we simply translate
as strong, strength, power or might.

You'll find “vigor”, “permanence”,

“speed”, “quiet”, “ a twist”, “ a vision”,

“an open hand”, “a belt”, “a bone”, “a
separation”, “a cliff or rock” and
many other expressions for strength
in the scriptures. But something
seemed to standout as an important
strength, if you would — the strength
associated with courage and faith. It
is especially significant as it applies
to facing the fear of death or
disaster. Here are some examples
for us:

Abraham feared for his life in Egypt
but later became the ‘father of faith’.

Moses first ran for his life from
Pharaoh’s wrath but later faced it
fearlessly.

Joshua had to be told multiple
times by the Lord not to fear and he
proved to be faithful.

Gideon was found by God’s
messenger hiding as he threshed
wheat and likewise was admonished
by the Lord several times not to fear.
You know the story of his ultimate
courage against incredible odds.

On and on it goes, into the New
Testament where we find Stephen at
the point of death praying for his
executioners, Peter sleeping so
soundly before his apparent death
sentence that the rescuing angel had
to strike him to wake him up.

And there’s Paul, getting up after
being stoned and left for dead,
walking back into Lystra to preach
again.

What courage, what overcoming
faith! Where can | get me some of
that?!

Strength is not a scriptural option.
The Word never suggests, proposes
or asks us to be strong. In fact, the
Lord commands it over and over
(see Deut 31:6,7; Josh 1:6,7; 2Tim
2:1, etc.). Yet, if that stirs up an
image of some Basic Training Drill

Instructor chewing out his bumbling
green enlistee — hold on.

You see, according to scripture,
the actual well springs of strength
are not the ‘Christian Superheroes”
or “Spiritual Drill Sergeants” so to
speak, not the naturally bold and
confident, not the ones to whom we
are most inclined to look to as
examples to emulate. Rather, it is
from:

- babes and sucklings -- Psalm

8:2

- those who have no might --
Isaiah 40:29 and

- the weak -- Romans 5:6, 1Cor
1:27, 2Cor 12:9, 10

For counter to our natural
expectation, it is weakness which is
an essential preliminary ingredient
for strength — Hebrews 11:34.

Once again, God shows us that
we’re upside down. For:

- Who among us wants

weakness?

- Who desires the sincere
personal awareness of it? (not
just intellectually but from
experience!)

- Who remembers the names of
last season’s losers?

- Who finds failure a friend?

- Who considers crushing a
kindness?

- Who willingly sheds fame and
power for society’s bargain
basement of notoriety?

Our nature is to flee from the
cross when it is ours to carry, to
rationalize our rejection, to convince
ourselves that morality is an
adequate substitute. We want
nothing to do with real weakness
unless we can toy with it to obtain
attention.

One reason for this is that sin
misleads us with a false ID for
strength and a false compass
concerning its source. Yet Christ said
that His followers would follow Him.
(Mark 8:34) And that inevitably
means first, like Jesus, you are like a
lamb — the epitome of weakness. At
some point in your life as a believer,
or at many points, the Lord will allow
you to realize some portion of your
weakness in order to find real
strength.

You may think, ‘Yes, but you know,
I’'m saved by grace and that’s all |
need. Jesus just wants to give me an
abundant life — health, wealth and
celebration here and now! After all,
don’t the saved go from “strength to
strength”? It’s just those unspiritual
folks who have marital, financial,
emotional or physical problems.’

Hmmm, your salvation is indeed
secured by faith in God’s gracious gift
— Jesus’ atoning death and
resurrection. But let me suggest that
you will enjoy your gift and your
heavenly eternal home to degree you
enjoy Christ — all of Him! Lamb and
Lion, weakness and strength.

‘Enjoy weakness??’

No, rather enjoy what you discover
of Christ in weakness. In Daniel
chapter three, you know the story,
‘Shad, Shack and Benny’ were thrown
into the raging furnace for their refusal
to worship the pagan king’s idol. They
were bound before being cast in and
yet freed by the flames. The ropes
were the only things to burn, and in
the furnace with them was a fourth
Man, the Son of Man — Jesus, in His
pre-incarnate appearance.

Now, they did not rush to leave the
fire — in fact, the king had to command
them to exit. When you realize the




presence of Christ in the flames, in the
furnace of trial, hardship, brokenness —
weakness, you're just not in any hurry
to leave.

This is NOT to say that you should
look for hardship or the breaking of
heart, mind or body — not at all. But, if
you would identify with Jesus, you will
understand that when these come, and
they do come to everyone, that in them
you will discover a strength the world
does not know or value or comprehend.
Yes, it is the Lord Himself (see Ex 15:2;
Psa 18:32; 19:4; 27:1; 28.7; 29:11,
37:39; 73:26; Isa 41:10).

You seeg, it is God’s plan both to save

you from sin and death AND to conform

you unto the image of His dear Son.
Did you suppose that to be a painless
intellectual process? Did you want to
roar with the Lion and not first bleat
with the Lamb? Armchair Christianity
is of no more value than armchair
guarterbacking. Everyone likes the
idea of ‘roaring’ but who truly wants to
‘bleat’?

But the strength of overcoming faith
is born from the womb of personal
weakness. (2Cor 4:7) Itis reared by
the recognition of Christ’s footprints in
the blood and tear-stained soil before
us. lItis courageous and confident (Isa
30:7, 15) without worldly cause.

The strength that knows the truth and
fears not brokenness or death (or even
life) is not lunacy but loving trust in a
faithful Father. It is God’s desire to
make us ‘Lion-like’ in courage and faith.
In fact, the very first attribute of those
condemned to “their part in the lake
which burns with fire and brimstone...”
(Rev 21:8) is cowardice.

Here’s some good news -- for those
of us who believe, who truly trust in
Christ, in the end, salvation and never-

ending strength will come (see Rev
12:9-11 and Isa 40:28-31).
For now, remember:

His strength in you is made
complete in your weakness. 2 Cor
12:9. If you're lacking spiritual
strength, it could be that as yet
you’re not realizing your
weakness. You may still be
wrestling with God, like the
patriarch Jacob, and it might take
the Lord putting something ‘out of
joint’ to get the message through —
“You are weak. Admit it, and cry
out to Me.” Hosea 12:3,4 James
4:8-10

If you've been dashed about by
a death, be encouraged -- you will
one day ‘roar’ about life. “For
though He was crucified in
weakness, yet He lives by the
power of God. For we also are
weak in Him, but we shall live with
Him by the power of God toward
you.” 2Cor 13:4

If you're ill, be confident -- your
illness is not an end — only a
means and God will heal you,
perhaps temporarily in this life but
for sure eternally in the real life of
heaven. “The body...is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power.”
1Cor 15:42,43; Psalm 103:3

If you’re alone, be expectant --
your loneliness or forsakenness
prepares your heart for an eternal
spring of incredible relationships
which will come. Psalm 68:6 and
Genesis 2:18

You have a choice, you can
‘strut around’ in rebellious
‘strength’ now and find weakness
throughout eternity (like Satan —
see Isaiah 14:10-12) or you can
walk, like a lamb, with the Lord and

inherit real strength forever. See
Revelation 12:10 again!

In the deep wells of weakness you’ll
find the waters of God'’s strength.

The Bible indicates that the generation
which witnesses the rebirth of the nation
of Israel will also witness all the events
leading up to Christ’s 2" coming. It says
that in the last days Jerusalem will be a
“cup of trembling” — the focus of attention
of the whole world. It predicts a massive
war with Russia leading a league of
nations including Iran, Iraq, Libya, and
many others against Israel. It is thought
by many Bible scholars that this war will
either immediately precede or be
immediately subsequent to the rapture of
the Church as mentioned in | Cor 15,

1 Thes 5 and several other scriptures.

In addition, there is the prediction of a
revival of a major world power arising out
of the former Roman Empire and exerting
a strong influence over Israel and in
particular, Jerusalem. (Dan. 2) The
leader of this coalition, a charismatic man,
will be the ultimate false Messiah and lead
the world to oppose Christ’s return. He will
insist upon a one world religion with
ultimately himself as god. Punishment for
not following this religion will be, as with
Islam, death. And no man will be allowed
to buy or sell without his “mark” in his
hand or forehead.

Also, Daniel the prophet predicted
man'’s knowledge would dramatically
increase in this time.

Without a doubt, we are living in exciting
and sobering times.

As we consider these things in light of
God'’s eternal Word, we can take heart
that all is moving toward His conclusion.
Just a few scriptures to review:

Middle East -- Zech 12:2,3, Ez 37
Church - 2Tim3:1-5, 1Tim4:1,2
Knowledge growth — Dan 12:4
Final Generation - Mk 13:28-30
Russia/Saudi Arabia/lran — Ez 38, 39
One World Religion -- Revelation 13

Quotation: "A few years ago there may have
been resistance, but not anymore. People are
getting used to having implants. New century,
new trend. ... [soon] this will be very, very
popular. ... [Digital Angel] will be a connection
from yourself to the electronic world. ... It will be
your guardian, protector. It will bring good things
to you. ... We will be a hybrid of electronic
intelligence and our own soul." --Dr. Peter Zhou,
chief scientist for development of the
DigitalAngel chip implant in an interview with
WorldNetDaily

The NEWS
Middle East

Hamas Vows to “Continue Killing
Israelis”
Mar-12-02
(IsraelNN.com) Senior Hamas terrorist
Abed el-Aziz Rantisi released a statement
vowing to “continue killing Israelis”
promising to strike out “in every city” and
to escalate terrorist attacks.

Father and brother of slain Israeli soldier mourn.

Iraqi opposition: Saddam moving
troops toward Jordan border
Ha'aretz 3/12/02

The Arabic-language newspaper 'Al-
Hayat' quoted Iragi opposition sources in
Syria as saying Tuesday that the Iraqi
army has begun moving toward the
Jordanian border.



The daily, which is published in London,
said that Iragi forces are leaving areas
adjacent to the Kurdish zones in the north
of the country, and are progressing toward
the border with Jordan, where they are
digging trenches.

IDF carries out largest offensive since
Lebanon War
Jerusalem Post
3/12/02

Ongoing military operations in the
Palestinian territories mark the largest

Muslim children in ritual self-beating

offensive by the IDF's regular forces since
the 1982 Lebanon war.

The army has thrown into the battles most
of its standing army and has canceled
training courses, whose staff and instructors
are also all being deployed in the missions.

100,000 call for dismantling PA
Jerusalem Post

TEL AVIV (March 12) - Under heavy
security, a crowd estimated by organizers at
more than 100,000 gathered in Tel Aviv's
Kikar Rabin last night to call on Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon to dismantle the
Palestinian Authority, end the terror, and
"rid the area of terrorists and [their]
weapons."

The Saudi plan is gaining momentum.

New York Times, 3/15/02

This weekend Arab foreign ministers
gather in Cairo to prepare for the Arab
League summit meeting at the end of this
month at which Crown Prince Abdullah is
expected to present his plan. Syria has
given crucial support to the Saudi
proposal. An unambiguous offer by the
Arab world of security and recognition for
Israel would fundamentally transform the
equation that has brought more than half
a century of bloodshed and tension to the
Mideast.

Jordan's King Sees Pitfalls
in a Strike on Iraq
LA Times 3/18/02

WASHINGTON -- Jordan's
King Abdullah Il is urging the
Bush administration to
abandon ideas of taking on
the regime of Saddam
Hussein, predicting that any
U.S. military action against
Iraq could produce an
"Armageddon" in the Middle
East.

In a telephone interview as
he arrived in California for a
visit that began this weekend,
Abdullah warned that a U.S.-
led operation could too easily
go "completely awry" and even backfire,
producing a civil war in Iraq that could
involve neighboring countries--and even
have a ripple effect in the United States
and Europe.

Arafat Urges World to Act Against
Israeli Raids
Fri Mar 1, 8:21 AM ET

RAMALLAH, West Bank (Reuters) -
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat urged
the world on Friday to force Israel to halt
army raids that have killed at least 18
Palestinians, warning that the Middle
East could plunge into chaos.

"I call upon the whole world to act
quickly before a state of chaos engulfs
the whole Middle East region," Arafat told

reporters at his headquarters in the
West Bank city of Ramallah.

Sharon: We are at war
3/5/02

JERUSALEM, March 4 (UPI) -- A
visibly combative
Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon said Monday
he wants to hit the
Palestinians forcefully
and increase their
casualties to make
them realize "itis
impossible to achieve
political goals through
terror."

"We are in a tough
war against a cruel
and bloodthirsty
enemy," he told the
Knesset.

Hizbullah 'prepared’
for all-out war with
Israel

Jerusalem Post 3/7/02

The combination of a war-mobilized
Hizbullah and an IDF caught up in a
guerrilla conflict with the Palestinians
provides the elements for an "explosion
of violence" along the Lebanon-Israel
border, Lebanese security sources
warn.

Indications emerging from south
Lebanon suggest that Hizbullah is
prepared — psychologically and
materially — for a renewed confrontation
with the IDF, the Beirut-based Daily Star
reported.

All-Out War Against Palestinians
Arutz Sheva 3/8/02

Prime Minister Sharon foresees an all-
out war against the Palestinians, and
says that the arrival of American
mediator Gen. Anthony Zinni will not
stop it. Sharon said that he would not
cut short the IDF offensives merely to
allow Zinni "industrial quiet."

Protestors are manning intersections

— 2 " JY

in several locations throughout the country
this morning, demanding that the
government "collect all the Palestinian
weapons" and not restrain the IDF.

Wreckage of bus after suicide bomb explosion.

Americans, Saudis, PA prepare peace
plan
Jerusalem Post 3/22/02

American and Saudi experts are
meeting in Riyadh ahead of the Arab
League summit in Beirut to work out the
details of the Saudi peace initiative, which
offers Israel full normalization with the
Arabs in return for a withdrawal to the
1967 lines, a well-informed source told
The Jerusalem Post.

Senior Palestinian officials, including
Palestinian Authority chairman Yasser
Arafat deputy Mahmoud Abbas, and PA
Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation Nabil Shaath, are also in
Riyadh to discuss the initiative with the
Saudis.

The Palestinian officials briefed the
Saudis on understandings discussed
between Israeli and Palestinian
negotiators in Taba in the fall of 2000. The
understandings discussed in the Taba
talks will serve as basis for the peace
initiative, which will be backed by the US.

He said the Saudis understand that



there must be some modifications to the
1967 lines. Their main concern is that the
Agsa mosque and the Temple Mount, with
the exception of the Western Wall, will "not
be under Israeli occupation,” the source
said.

Arabs Endorse, Israelis Reject Mideast
Peace Plan
3/28/02

BEIRUT (Reuters) - Arab leaders
unanimously agreed on a far-reaching
Saudi proposal for peace with Israel on
Thursday and closed ranks against any
U.S.-led attack on Iraq. But Israel promptly
rejected the Arab peace plan as a "non-

Prince Abdullah and Saudi delegation to Arab Summit.

starter” that implied destruction of the
Jewish state.

A Beirut Declaration issued at the end of
an often stormy two-day summit in the
Lebanese capital endorsed a Saudi plan
offering Israel peace and normal ties if it
returns all occupied Arab land and agrees
to live alongside a Palestinian state.

It said Israel must also agree to a "just
solution” to the Palestinian refugee problem
in line with a 1948 U.N. resolution that calls
for them to be repatriated or compensated.

In return the Arab countries would
"consider the Arab-Israeli conflict ended

and enter into a peace agreement with
Israel (and) establish normal relations
with Israel in the context of this
comprehensive peace," the document
said.

Arafat to lead 'all-out war'?

Israeli intelligence sources say Iran,
Iraq, Syria pledge full support
WorldNetDaily.com 3/2/02

Israeli intelligence sources say they
believe Yasser Arafat has decided to
scuttle the ceasefire mission of American
envoy Anthony Zinni after receiving
pledges of full support from Iran, Iraq and
Syria.

They say evidence is
strong that the three
Mideast countries have
been putting pressure on
Arafat to rebuff all U.S.
attempts to curb his
violent war of attrition,
pledging they will back
him militarily if Israel
responds with further
major army operations
against his Palestinian
Authority. They add that
the flap over Arafat’s
scheduled speech to the
Arab League summit in
Beirut yesterday is part of
a struggle between pro
and anti-American Arab
countries over the
pending larger conflict in the explosive
Middle East.

Israeli sources say they suspect that
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and
Jordan’s King Abdullah cancelled their
scheduled appearances at the Arab
summit at the last minute after learning of
the war plot. They say both U.S.-linked
leaders were told by moderate elements
inside the Lebanese government that
their lives could be in danger if they
showed up at the summit.

Israeli Police Storm Temple Mount
Fox News 3/29/02

JERUSALEM — lIsraeli police on
Friday stormed into the most sensitive
religious site in the Holy Land, throwing
stun grenades at Palestinian rock-
throwers, police said.

After Friday prayers at the
Al Agsa Mosque on the
disputed hilltop in the Old
City of Jerusalem,
Palestinian youths hurled
rocks at Israeli police
posted at a gate outside,
and at Jewish worshippers
at the Western Wall below,
police said.

Israel Smashes Into Arafat HQ,
Declaring Him Enemy
Reuters 3/29/02

Israel declared Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat its enemy Friday and sent
troops into his presidential compound in
the West Bank city of Ramallah.

A gun battle erupted between
Palestinian security forces and Israeli
troops as an armored bulldozer punched
a hole in the outer wall of Arafat's
compound and tanks fired shells at his
office building, setting it ablaze,
Palestinian officials said.

Arafat was inside at the time but was
not harmed, they said.

"Arafat is the enemy and he will be
isolated at this stage. Israeli forces are
now in Arafat's headquarters in
Ramallah and they will pursue the

Palestinian Authority in all its territory,"
Sharon told a televised news conference
after a cabinet meeting that lasted most of
the night.

Islamic states warn of 'all-out war' in
Mid-East

AFP Monday April 1, 10:28 PM
Islamic foreign ministers warned
of "all-out war" in the Middle East as

any debate on the September 11
attacks on the United States -- the
original reason for bringing them together -
- was sidelined at a Muslim conference on
terrorism here.

"Israel's terrorist actions and aggressive
practices, posing a threat to international
peace and security and dragging the
region towards an all-out war, necessitate
immediate action by the UN Security
Council to apply Chapter VII of the UN
Charter," the ministers said in a statement.

Under a clause in that chapter, the UN
Security Council can order the use of force
to maintain international peace and
security if all other means are deemed to
have failed.

The statement was made unanimously
by the 53 members of the 57-nation
Organisation of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) represented at a special three-day
meeting on terrorism here.




Libya's Gaddafi Says Open Arab Borders
to Fighters
April 01, 2002

TRIPOLI, Libya (Reuters) - Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi led a mass march
through Tripoli to show solidarity with
Palestinians Monday and urged Arab states
to allow volunteer fighters to cross borders
and join the Palestinian uprising.

"Arab leaders have to take to the streets
and join protesters, open the borders to
people who want to fight to free al Qods
(Jerusalem) and Abu Ammar and incite
people to fight," Gaddafi told a rally at
Green Square in central Tripoli.

Eyewitnesses said thousands marched in
the Libyan capital to protest against Israel's
siege of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
also known by his nom de guerre, Abu
Ammar. They halted in Green Square and
the adjacent streets to hear Gaddafi's fiery
oratory.

"Thousands of Libyans are ready to
defend the Palestinian people. | challenge
Arab leaders to open the borders for them
to cross into Palestine," he said.

Iranian mullah blasts Arab peace plan
TEHRAN, Iran, March 29 (UPI) — The newly
approved Arab peace initiative drew its first
criticism Friday as one of Iran’s most
prominent clerics complained it was too
generous to the Israelis and said the
summit that adopted it had been a failure.
“The Arab leaders were too generous in
their peace initiative, as they gave the
Israeli enemy 80 percent of the Palestinian
land,” former Iranian President Hashemi
Rafsanji said Friday.

Russia/China

Christian Persecution in China
The Associated Press 2/11/02
Chinese authorities have killed 129
people and arrested nearly 24,000 in a
crackdown on Christian churches that
operate outside government control, a
group of Chinese religious activists said
Monday.

In a report released in New York, the
Committee for Investigation on
Persecution of Religion in China
published what it said were official
documents outlining a campaign that
includes torture to stamp out
independent worship.

The report accused senior Chinese
leaders of approving the violence. The
accusations come at a sensitive time for
China, a week before President Bush
makes his first official visit to Beijing. A
Hong Kong businessman imprisoned for
smuggling Bibles to a banned church
was released this weekend after Bush
expressed concern about him.

New Desert Storm in works: Moscow
Russia sees U.S. plotting with Iraqi
officers for Saddam overthrow
3/16/02
By Toby Westerman
WorldNetDaily.com

An "armada of British and U.S.
commandos — backed up by opposition
forces inside Iraq — is only waiting for a
signal to attack Saddam Hussein, in what
promises to be a second Desert Storm,"
according to official Russian sources.

In preparation for the attack, "high-
ranking Iragi army and security officers
who fled Irag" will meet later this month
at a military base "near Washington,
D.C.," according to Moscow. The
participants are to devise what Moscow
refers to as a "Saddam overthrow plan”
and also make provisions for a
transitional government after Saddam
Hussein's defeat.

Russia Alarmed, Mulls Action as
Mideast Flares
Gazeta.ru and Reuters 3/30/02

Russian officials said on Friday
Moscow was alarmed by escalating
violence in the Middle East and ready for
joint international action to defuse
tensions. following a bloody Palestinian
suicide attack, Israeli troops smashed
their way into the compound of
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat on

Friday, declaring him an enemy and
triggering street gun battles. “Moscow is
extremely concerned about the alarming
dynamics of developments in

the region,” (a Foreign Ministry official
said. He added,) Russia was
contemplating a range of measures to
quell the violence ... like raising the
issue at the UN Security Council and
undertaking joint action with the United
States, the United Nations and the
European Union. (He said, ) a peaceful
solution to the conflict would depend on
“parallel steps, taken within the
framework of the UN Security Council”.

European Union

Berlusconi supports Saudi plan on
Mideast
IHT 3/15/02

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi hailed
a Saudi peace plan for the Middle East
as a "historic turning point for the Arab
world" because for the first time it
envisioned that Arab states recognize
the state of Israel.

Berlusconi said he could not outline
details of the plan but would present it
as he heard it at this weekend's
European Union summit in Barcelona.

Berlusconi has for months been
promoting his own idea of a "Marshall
Plan" for the Palestinians, and said he
would offer more details at the EU
summit.

The UN Security Council passed a
resolution which for the first time
contemplated a Palestinian state
coexisting with Israel.

CHIRAC WANTS EU PRESIDENT AND
FEDERATION OF STATES
3/08/02

The EU Observer reports: “French
president Jacques Chirac called on
Wednesday for a federation of nation
states in Europe, with an elected
president, an own constitution adopted
by referendum, a strong defense and
common police force. In a landmark

electoral speech in Strasbourg laying out
his European priorities, Mr. Chirac also
pleaded for a pioneer group of EU
countries to forge closer integration, under
the drive of the Franco-German motor.

Mr. Chirac calls for a president of the
European Union, ‘to embody Europe for
the rest of the world, give the EU
institutional system stability’ and provide
‘more political leadership to Europe.’ The
president should be elected by the
European Council (EU heads of state) for
a ‘sufficient period.’

Britain caves in on Euro army
The Telegraph (Filed: 16/03/2002)
THE European Union's new military force
was on the way to becoming a reality last
night when key EU leaders agreed in
principle that it should take over
peacekeeping in Macedonia this year.
They made the decision despite Ministry
of Defence warnings that the mission
could go disastrously wrong.
Javier Solana, the EU's foreign policy
chief, told The Telegraph that Britain was
no longer opposing the deployment of the
rapid reaction force in the Balkans.

U.S. Urged to Step Down in Mideast
4/3/02

LUXEMBOURG (AP) - Declaring
American mediation in the Middle East a
failure, the EU executive urged the United
States on Wednesday to stand down as
primary peacemaker and let a broad
alliance of nations mediate a cease-fire
and a durable Israeli-Palestinian peace
agreement.

The call came as foreign ministers from
the European Union were gathering for an
urgent session here about the violence in
the Middle East, where Israel has
launched a large-scale assault in the West
Bank after a string of Palestinian suicide
bombings.

"It is clear (American) mediation efforts
have failed and we need new mediation”
before the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
balloons into an all-out regional war,



European Commission President Romano
Prodi told reporters in Brussels.

Prodi said the ministers' meeting should
endorse a call for new negotiations,
involving not only the United States, but
also the European Union, the United
Nations, Russia, moderate Arab states,
Israel and the Palestinian Authority.

"We cannot get out of this situation with
any other, partial solutions," said Prodi, who
heads the EU's executive body. "Further
escalation of the crisis must be avoided at
all costs."

United States

Girding for war with Iraq
The Washington Times 3/18/02

Some military combat units are taking
the first steps to prepare for war against
Iraq by updating contingency plans,
checking readiness levels and inventorying
munition stocks.

Defense officials in interviews last week
said no unit has received warning orders or
deployment orders, the official
authorizations that would send Air Force
fighter wings and Army divisions to the
Persian Gulf.

But war scenarios are being discussed
at briefings and in private meetings among
commanders, the sources said.

The impetus, they said, comes from the
clear signals sent by President Bush, who
says that war against Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein is clearly an option. Just last week,
in his latest threat, Mr. Bush declared that "I
will not allow a nation such as Iraq to
threaten our very future by developing
weapons of mass destruction. ... He is a
problem, and we're going to deal with him.”

Bush 'frustrated' by Mideast violence
Jerusalem Post 3/21/02

WASHINGTON (March 21) - US
President George W. Bush expressed
frustration yesterday that violence in the
Middle East has persisted despite the fresh
US mediation effort. He once again called
on Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser
Arafat to take steps to halt violent attacks.

"I am frustrated by the violence in the
Middle East," Bush told reporters during
a visit to an elementary school in
Alexandria, Virginia. He said the US
expects Arafat "to be diligent and firm
and consistent in his efforts to rein in
those who would like to disrupt any
progress toward peace. | believe he can
do a better job."

Washington Postpones Iraq Offensive
3/23/02 Debkafile

In the light of the mounting opposition to
the Iragi operation US Vice President
Richard Cheney encountered in his 11-
nation Middle East-Gulf (tour), the White
House is reported by DEBKA-Net
Weekly’s military intelligence and political
sources to have fitted new goals around
the Iragi scenario, including also
solutions to the acute Palestinian-Israeli
conflict, the long-festering Kurdish
national issue and the Ethiopian-Somali
border conflict — all primary engines of
terror This expanded geopolitical-cum-
military agenda calls for carefully
synchronized multiple military strikes on
several fronts. The immediate
consequence of the revised plan of
action is a six-to-eight week delay in the
US military offensive against Baghdad —
from early April to the second half of May
or early June.

Crisis Looming Between U.S., Russia
Stratfor Strategic Forecasting 20 March
2002
Summary

CIA Director George Tenet recently
singled out Russia as a massive
contributor to the spread of chemical,
biological and nuclear weapons. Despite
the cooperation Moscow has given to
Washington's anti-terrorism campaign,
the Bush administration is putting the
Russian government on notice. A severe
crisis between the two sides may now be
forming.
Analysis

While speaking to the U.S. Senate
Armed Services Committee March 19,

CIA Director George Tenet singled out
Russia as "the first choice of proliferant
states seeking the most advanced
technology and training" for weapons of
mass destruction, Agence France-
Presse reported.

Tenet stopped just short of explicitly
placing the blame on the Russian
government, but at the same time, he
also did not blame rogue elements in
the Russian security services or mafia
syndicates. This would have given Putin

Bush on phone with National Security Advisor Rice

a certain amount of deniability and
raised the potential for Russia to work
with the United States -- like it did in the
early 1990s -- on decommissioning
weapons of mass destruction.

Instead, Tenet delivered a blunt
message to Putin: the United States
believes that WMD proliferation is
official Russian policy. The government
in Moscow must either immediately halt
this policy or face the consequences.

Gone is any residual U.S. gratitude for
Russian cooperation during the early
phases of the war in Afghanistan. The
Bush administration is maintaining that
the threat posed to the United States is
so great that any and all other
considerations -- including diplomatic
niceties -- must take a backseat.

This represents the beginning of a

severe crisis between the United States
and Russia.

Islam expert warns of nuke terror
Claims Pakistanis smuggled 'dirty
bomb' into U.S. from Canada
3/20/02 WND

He predicted the Sept. 11 attacks, and
now Islam expert Dr. Robert Morey warns
there are three small nuclear devices
within the U.S. on standby for more terror,
according to Assist News Service (ANS).
"l have Middle Eastern
friends throughout the
U.S. who continually
feed me information as
to what the terrorists
are up to," Dr. Morey
told ANS. "I, in turn,
feed that information to
the FBI and Naval
Intelligence."

"Hamas has me on a
death list of people to
assassinate in the
U.S.," Morey told ANS.
Morey claims a good
track record with his
gathered intelligence,
telling ANS "I've been
right so many times
the FBI showed up at my house,
suspicious as to whether or not | was
somehow involved — because | knew too
much. | simply pointed out to them they
don't have their ear to the ground in the
Middle Eastern community."

"| told them several years ago that
Muslim Pakistanis brought into the U.S. a
small nuclear device called a 'dirty bomb’
through Niagara Falls out of Canada,"
Morey says. "They are driving this nuclear
device in the back of a van or a car waiting
for Bin Laden to tell them when it's time to
set it off." Morey received the information
through Pakistani Christian sources,
according to ANS.

"My contacts now within the intelligence
community have leaked to me it is feared
there are three such devices in the U.S.,"
Morey added.



Cheney's blunt words with Saudis
Support attack on Iraq or else, says vice
president

3/22/02

Vice President Dick Cheney and Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah did not mince words
when they met in Jeddah, according to the
intelligence sources of DEBKA-Net-Weekly.

Their conversation, according to the
service, was neither polite nor particularly
friendly — but it was of cardinal importance
for the Bush administration’'s next moves in
its global war against terrorism.

Word of Cheney's tough tone left the
princes, kings, presidents and prime
ministers of the region stunned. Until that
moment, they had taken Bush's declaration
— that those who are not with us are against
us — as a phrase that left them plenty of
room for maneuver. Confronted with the
vice president, sources said, they suddenly
realized Bush meant his warning quite
literally.

He put the desert kingdom on notice to
line up with the United States' war against
Iraq and abandon its undercover political
and economic relations with Saddam
Hussein and the ayatollahs, or Washington
would not think twice about placing the
Saudi kingdom into isolation both in the
Middle East and the Persian Gulf.

America would also withdraw its 60-year-old
guarantee to secure the reigning House of
Saud.

United Nations
UN tells Israel: get out of Palestine
Sydney Morning Herald 3/14/02

The United Nations Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, last night told Israel "you must
end the illegal occupation” of Palestinian
areas, as Israel persisted with its fiercest
assault on the territories since it conquered
them in 1967.

Spurred by the rising violence in the
Middle East, the UN Security Council
passed a historic resolution - drafted by the
United States - which refers for the first time
to a Palestinian state alongside Israel.

In a statement to the Security Council,
Mr Annan abandoned customary
diplomatic language to appeal to both
sides to "lead your peoples away from
disaster".

He condemned Palestinian terror
attacks on innocent civilians as "morally
repugnant,” and had some stinging
words for Israel.

UN Leader Seeks Assurances
Pertaining to Saudi Peace Plan
Israel Today 3/27/02

Underlining the importance the world
places on the (Arab) summit, UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan addressed
the opening session. "All of us want to
hear a firm and credible assurance from
you—the leaders of the Arab League—
that, once Israel concludes a just and
comprehensive peace and withdraws
from Arab lands, it can look forward to
peace and full normal relations with all
the Arab world," Annan said.

Israel Ignores U.N. Demand to Pull
Back
The Guardian Mar 30,2002

In words and deeds Israel yesterday
defied a United Nations resolution calling
on it to pull out of Ramallah and other
Palestinian cities even though the motion
was endorsed by its usually staunch ally,
the United States.

An Israeli spokesman said their forces
would not withdraw as they continued
what they say will be a sustained
campaign against Palestinian militants.

The rare US stand against Israel took
place at the end of a marathon
emergency session of the UN Security
Council in New York yesterday.

The US backed a resolution calling for
the Jewish State to withdraw its forces
from Ramallah and other cities. It was
the second time in a month the US has
voted on a Middle East motion, after
years of abstaining.

The vote signals an abandonment of
America's traditionally unconditional
support for Israel and a victory for

Secretary of State Colin Powell, who
has been pushing the Bush
administration into closer and more
even-handed engagement.

Religion
Historic Covenant

Tuesday, February 15, 2000 - In a
historic meeting at the Vatican, Pope
John Paul Il and the leader of the PLO
terrorist organisation, Yasser Arafat,
signed a covenant. According to the
orthodox Jewish movement, the Temple
Mount Faithfull, this covenant
represents a direct blatant move
"against the God and people of Israel
and Jerusalem. It was a covenant
between two enemies of Israel who for a
long time would rather have Israel
disappear from the Promised Land as
soon as possible."

"According to this agreement,
Jerusalem should be an international
city based on international resolutions
and an international guarantee. (The UN
decided on more than one occasion that
Jerusalem should be an international
city.)"

"They also decided that any step or
activity taken by Israel to change this
position of Jerusalem is against the law.
The agreement also recognises a

"Palestinian”
state in the
land of Israel
| and agrees

on
cooperation
between the
Vatican and
the PLO and
the Vatican
committed
itself to assist
the so-called
"Palestinians”
. Authorities

A in the Vatican
: explained:

United Nations Security Council meeting over Mideast Crisis "the

agreement
paves the way for establishment of full
diplomatic relations with a Palestinian
state when it is founded".

Cardinals 'urging enfeebled Pope to
abdicate'
The Times 3/26/02

The Pope, who has had to cut back his
Easter program because of ill health, is
under increasing pressure from his
cardinals to step down, according to a
leading Catholic writer.

In a front-page article in Corriere della
Sera, Vittorio Messori said that calls were
coming from liberals and conservatives
inside the Vatican for the 81-year-old Pope
to abdicate.

He said that whereas liberals were
impatient for a new and vigorous pontiff to
tackle the “pressure cooker” of social
change, traditionalists were alarmed by
the Pope’s repeated calls for the Church to
apologize for its past errors and ask for
forgiveness from such groups as Muslims
and Jews.

The Catholic Church's 2nd Reformation
CNS News March 26, 2002

Not since the 16th century, when Martin
Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door of
the Wittenberg Cathedral, has the Catholic
Church faced such a crisis as the one that



currently envelopes the
American priesthood. Two
books, one already out and the
other about to be published,
deal with the increasing
homosexual presence in the
priesthood, the Rev. Donald
Cozzens' "The Changing Face
of the Priesthood," and Michael
S. Rose's "Goodbye! Good
Men." Both authors
acknowledge that homosexuals
have become a significant
faction within the Roman
Catholic clergy.

National Review magazine's
Rod Dreher has written about
both books. Rose's book,
according to Dreher, who has
reviewed a pre-publication
copy, "reveals a seminary
underworld in which
homosexual promiscuity and
sexual harassment is rampant,
in which straight men are
marginalized and demoralized,
and seminarians who support
the Church's teachings on
sexuality and the priesthood
are persecuted, even to the point of being
sent off, Soviet-style, for psychological
evaluations."

“A weeping young American priest
struggled to absorb an experience that
threatened his idealism and tells his story: "I
had completed graduate schools and was
flattered when my bishop asked me to
accompany him to a high-level meeting
attended by a large number of the
hierarchy. During my time there, | was
approached and asked for sex by a bishop
from another diocese. | declined, and the
bishop remarked: "You know, Father, if you
want to progress in this organisation, you
are going to need friends.' The young priest
was to find out later that some men on the
bishop's staff were themselves connected
sexually to the gay network...he withessed
priests who won promotions based on
sexual involvement, was offered

ANA . _
(Sipe, A.W.R. Sex, Priests and Power:
Anatomy of a Crisis, Brunner/Mazel
Publishers, New York) From: An
Introduction to the “Sexual
Underworld” within the Church by
the Roman Catholic Faithful

e

pornography and endured sexual
advances from a number of highly-placed
fellow clergy.”

Pope John Paul Il -- Vatican Sources
Say Pope No Longer 'The Leader'
Mar 31, 2002 /PRNewswire

An official in the Vatican (reports) that
Pope John Paul I, who will turn 82 in
May, has lost his ability to run the
Vatican with a firm and decisive hand.
"He is no longer the leader,"” says an
archbishop at the Vatican. "He reads
whatever they give him to read. Most of
the time, he signs ... whatever they give
him to sign."

"The Pope no longer has the energy to
face up to the pressures of the different
currents inside the Vatican," one official,
a cardinal (said).

Science

Whew! Stealth asteroid nearly
blindsides Earth

CNN 3/19/02

A sizable asteroid zipped near our
planet this month without anyone
noticing because it traveled through an
astronomical blind spot, scientists said.

The space boulder passed Earth
within 288,000 miles (461,000
kilometers) -- or 1.2 times the distance
to the moon -- on March 8, but since it
came from the direction of the sun,
scientists did not observe it until four
days later.

The object, slightly larger than one
that flattened a vast expanse of Siberia
in 1908, was one of the 10 closest
known asteroids to approach Earth,
astronomers said.

Late Breaking News
Blair and Bush in new plan for Israel
The Times 4/9/02

Both President Bush and Mr Blair
(recognize) that any action against Iraq
must take second place to resolving the
crisis in the Middle East, where the
Palestinian death toll was reported to
have reached 200 in ten days.

The Prime Minister also offered British
help in monitoring a ceasefire in Israel
as he and Mr Bush proposed a new
political process to bring peace to the
region.

The idea, which will be fiercely
opposed by Israel, would involve former
government officials, diplomats and
policemen going to the region to ensure
that Israel stopped its incursions and
that Yassir Arafat reciprocated by
arresting terrorists. The EU would be
expected to be involved.

At the same time Mr Blair proposed a
new “framework for peace” based on the

plan put forward by Crown Prince Abdullah
of Saudi Arabia, under which Israel would
withdraw from occupied lands in return for
all Arab states guaranteeing its security.
With backing from Mr Bush, the Prime
Minister said the Saudi plan should be
incorporated in a new UN Security Council
resolution and used as the basis for future
political discussions.

The monitoring of the ceasefire and the
UN move would be key parts of a series of
confidence-building measures designed to
lay the ground for a settlement.

Countdown to Israel's 'Doom from
Babylon'?

Iran, Iraq, Syria, Hezbollah, Palestinians
set to initiate attack
Debkafile Intelligence 4/12/02

The minute Secretary of State Colin
Powell departs the region empty-handed,
Washington's Middle East foes — Iran,
Iraq, Syria, Hezbollah and the Palestinians
— are set to initiate a coordinated military
action with a view to reducing the United
States to a powerless spectator.

By now it is clear that President George
W. Bush's continuous calls for Israel to
end its Operation Defense Shield against
terror strongholds in Palestinian cities are
no more than lip-service to America's
putative Arab allies. Even if Sharon pulls
the army back all the way to pre-Sept. 28,
2000 lines — which he has promised not to
do until "every last grain of terror is swept
away" — Washington is under no illusion
that the Palestinian leader will lift a finger
to stop the suicide attacks against Israel.

From April 24, Israel stands in grave
danger of an Iragi missile attack, launched
for the sake of saving the Palestinians.
This threat was signaled by Qusai
Hussein, Saddam's son and commander
of the elite Republican Guards, when he
declared on Wednesday: "The Iragi people
is ready to fight Israel alongside the
Palestinians, but its geographical location
makes it hard to join the struggle. ... Still,
the Jews know that their doom will come
from Babylon."
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their families. Many Christian mothers
will be home raising and nurturing their
children. Some will even be engaged in

seven years, during which He judges both
His saints in heaven and those still on this

what he sees? < But if we hope for what
we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with
perseverance.

Hope here is used to indicate a future
event that has long been guaranteed by
God Himself. This hope is future, but it



| jkewise the Spirit also helps in our
weaknesses. For we do not know what we
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.
*"Now He who searches the hearts knows
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He
makes intercession for the saints according
to the will of God.

These verses are about groanings. Three
kinds, in fact. First, creation groans for the
return of Christ and His saints. Subject to
the frustration of being created by Him and
for Him, yet absent from Him, all creation
longs to be liberated from its innate
corrosion and made new in the presence of
its Creator.

Secondly, we groan inwardly as we
eagerly await our adoption. Those of us in
Christ recognize this groaning whether or
not we“"ve ever iden
last feel weary of the pain of this world?
Perhaps not your su
Hungry children on the other side of the
world. Hospitals filled with the dying.
Violence and hatred. We groan. We just
don“t recogni ze +the
be safe and sound in our new home, nestled
in the down comfort
are no longer orphaned. Yet neither are we
home. As pleasant as our foster homes here
on earth may be, we never cease to be
startled by the wor
groanings bring voice to feelings we often
can"t oOBRestuéyus, O

The passage identifies a third type of
groaning — the groaning of the Spirit of God as
He intercedes for us. Sometimes we can better
discern the meaning of a Scripture passage by
identifying what it clearly does not mean.
Romans 8:26 does not say the Holy Spirit will
intercede for us when we are too busy to pray,
too angry to pray, too involved in ministry to
pray, or too disappointed in God to pray. The
passage says the Spirit intercedes for us when

we are too weak to know how to pray. He
intercedes not because
-but when wdowdopray' t kno

Imagine this poignant scene. The child of
God musters her last bit of strength to
collapse before the throne of God. Words
do not come — just groanings. They are not
her groanings, though they emerge from so
deep within, she thinks they are hers. The
Spirit of God searches her heart, gathers her
pain, and lifts it to the Father of all comfort.

He urges the child to let the Father have His
way. He prays for the things she could not
bear to pray — that she lacks the courage to
pray. He prays for glory.

How | ong does the <chi
throne? Until strength comes. Until she
identifies the heart o
intercession for her and can make it her
own. Perhaps this is o
hours for the believer —when the will of the
fathef andethe wilil df the chilthcenvergechs d  y o
one —and the cloudy pillar of
Goet s nglsor pusetanoebeonh sPer shoul ders 1i ke a
down comforter. And for just a moment,
heaven comes to earth.

From: 0 Whi s per sbhyBethMébep e 0
source of this ache

The Lord on high is
mightier than the noise of
man y waters, than the
mighty waves of the sea.
Psalm 93:4

er of Christ"s | ove. We

|l d“s meanness. OQur

Savior!o



