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Dear Friends,
Heaven. It pays to contemplate our home, especially when you notice
how convoluted our temporary quarters have become. Heaven. It’s not
there just as an escape of the mind for us so that we can somehow cope
with the present reality. It’s our destination. Pondering where we’re
going can and should inspire us to make the best of the trip. Heaven. It’s
a real place outside the confines of our very limited cosmos. The
marvelous One who created and saved us is enthroned there. We, as
believers, are citizens of that place. Ponder heaven for a moment or two
– what it is like, who is there. Recall that there is a real place called Hell
and the Lake of Fire. Remember, the Day is coming.
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned
up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore,
beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by
Him in peace, without spot and blameless; and consider that the
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation…” 2 Pet 3:10-14

In Christ’s Love, John and Darlene Dickey
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Christ’s return, eternal life, a heavenly home – what will
it take for you to believe, to truly believe? Thomas
asked or rather insisted. If you also are willing and
sincere, God will do whatever it takes. He loves you
that much.
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Bread, Fish
and the Plan
of God

of Bethsaida, that the people followed
Him because they saw His miracles,
that Philip thought 200 denarii (a
denarii being an average day’s wage)
was barely sufficient to buy enough to
give everyone a little bread. Also,
See Mat 14:13-21; 15:32-39 and
they mention that the Passover, a
16:5-12 with parallel passages in
feast of the Jews was near, that the
Mark, Luke and John
five loaves were barley loaves, that
These passages are wonderfully
the people were told to sit down on
prophetic in a pictorial way and their the grass in groups of 100s and 50s.
message is very pertinent to us.
In addition, Jesus said, “Gather the
You know, the scriptures say, “…the fragments so that nothing is lost.”
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
There were about 5000 men in the
prophecy.” (Rev 19:10) That is, His crowd and the Lord saw them as
life and words fulfilled prophecy and sheep not having a shepherd. Also,
declared it. Let’s look at the
in response to the miracle, the people
circumstances of each of these two said, “This is the Prophet…”.
miracles and then I’ll give some
Afterwards, Jesus departed the
suggestions for you to consider.
scene and went up a mountain alone.
In the first case (Mat 14), Jesus
In the second case (Mat 15), they
was trying to get some quiet time,
were on the other side of the sea of
but when people found out where
Galilee in a more ‘gentile-ish’ region.
He was headed they followed on
Jesus healed many people and the
foot from the surrounding cities.
multitude marveled “and they glorified
“And when Jesus went out He saw a the God of Israel.”
great multitude; and He was moved
“Then Jesus called His disciples to
with compassion for them, and
Him and said, ‘I have compassion on
healed their sick.” When it got late, the multitude, because they have
His disciples wanted Him to send
now continue with Me three days and
the crowd away to find food. “But
have nothing to eat. And I do not
Jesus said to them, ‘They do not
want to send them away hungry, lest
need to go away. You give them
they faint on the way.’ Then His
something to eat.’ And they said to disciples said to Him, ‘Where could
Him, ‘We have here only five loaves we get enough bread in the
and two fish.’ He said, ‘Bring them
wilderness to fill such a great
here to Me.’ Then He commanded
multitude?’ Jesus said to them, ‘How
the multitudes to sit down on the
many loaves do you have?’ And they
grass. And He took the five loaves
said, ‘Seven, and a few little fish.’
and the two fish, and looking up to
And He commanded the multitude to
heaven, He blessed and broke and
sit down on the ground. And He took
gave the loaves to the disciples and the seven loaves and the fish and
the disciples gave to the multitudes. gave thanks, broke them and gave
So they all ate and were filled, and
them to His disciples; and the
they took up twelve baskets full of
disciples gave to the multitude. So
the fragments that remained.”
they all ate and were filled and they
In the parallel passages, we learn took up seven large baskets full of
that the place was nearby the town
the fragments that were left. Now

those who ate were four thousand
men, besides women and children.
And He sent away the multitude, got
into the boat and came to the region
of Magdala.”
In parallel passages we learn that in
the crowd, “some of them [had] come
from afar.” Also, Jesus gave thanks
for the bread and blessed the little
fish.
Now, the key symbols to note are
the:
• Setting
• Bread
• Fish
• Baskets
• People
• Commands
• Following actions
The setting of the first case was in
the area of Bethsaida, a primarily
Jewish area. Again, Jesus acted out
of compassion because the people
were like sheep without a shepherd.
Also, the Jewish feast of Passover
was near and money was the only
solution the disciple Philip could
fathom. The setting of the second
case was in a place populated with
more gentiles. The people had
followed Jesus for three days and
some of them had come from far
away.
Bread is symbolic of the Word of
God. You can refer to Deut 8:3; Mat
4:4; Ex 16:4, Psa 78:24; Isa 55:10,11
and John 6:31-33, 50,51,58 as
examples. Jesus is the Word of God.
In both cases the bread was broken
and in both cases the bread was first
given to the servants of the Lord and
then they distributed it to the crowds.
In the first case, there were five barley
loaves. In the second case, there
were seven non-descript loaves.
Fish can be symbolic of men in the
scripture. You can refer to Hab 1:14;

Mat 4:19 and Mk 1:17 as examples.
We should note that these fish are
associated with the bread. In the
first case, there were two fish, but
the Greek word used is opsarion
which generally refers to fish that
are cooked or about to be cooked.
In the second case, there were a
few little fish – that is, the number
was not important but their size was
– little. The Greek word used is
ichthudion – little fish -- as opposed
to icthus which simply means fish.
Baskets are symbolic of periods of
time. In their first mention in
scripture, Joseph interpreted them
as meaning days – see Gen 40:18.
In the first case, there were 12
baskets full of fragments gathered
‘so that nothing would be lost’. The
Greek word used is kophinos –
simply a nondescript basket. In the
second case, there were 7 large
baskets of fragments gathered. The
Greek word used is spuris, a large
hamper sized basket. This word
comes from the word meaning to
sow or scatter seed. It is the same
word used for the basket Paul was
let down in while being saved from
getting killed in Damascus.
The people are symbolic in a
couple of ways. First, they were
eating or consuming. As such they
can correlate to Joseph’s
interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream
where he stated that the cattle and
the ears of corn that consumed their
counterparts in the dream were
years. Secondly, they are the
recipients of Christ’s gracious
repasts. In the first case, there were
about 5000 men besides women
and children who came to Jesus.
They came because they were
fascinated by the miracles they saw,
but later when they were confronted
with the difficult truth about eating

Christ’s flesh and drinking His blood,
they forsook Him. They were
ordered to sit down in ranks or
groups of 50. In the second case,
there were about 4000 men along
with women and children. When
they were fed, they glorified the God
of Israel, some coming from far
away, and they continued with
Jesus for three days.
As for commands from Jesus, in
the first case the people were
commanded to sit. Afterwards, He
commanded His disciples to depart
over the sea. In the second case,
the people were also commanded to
sit.
Following the first case, the
people saw Jesus as the Prophet
whom Moses had foretold. Jesus
left these people and went up a
mountain out of sight. Later, as
mentioned above, Christ reproved
them for only thinking of their bellies
and they then rejected his teaching.
Following the second case, Jesus
went to the area of Dalmanutha,
specifically Magdala.
Let’s now consider the
interpretation of these symbols and
consequently the message of these
events as a prophetic picture
orchestrated by Christ.
Jointly, these miracles illustrate
the ministry of God’s Word to and
through His children – Jew and
Gentile. Consider the settings –
The first location was primarily
Jewish and the second was
significantly gentilish. This order
makes sense historically and
theologically - see Rom 1:16. In the
first, Jesus saw the crowd as sheep
without a shepherd. Num 27:15-18
says: “Then Moses spoke to the
LORD, saying: ‘Let the LORD, the
God of the spirits of all flesh, set a

man over the congregation, who may
go out before them and go in before
them, who may lead them out and
bring them in, that the congregation
of the LORD may not be like sheep
which have no shepherd.’ And the
LORD said to Moses: ‘Take Joshua
the son of Nun with you, a man in
whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand
on him;’” Moses was concerned that
Israel would indeed be shepherdless
so God said, “Give them Joshua”
(same name as Jesus).
In many other places, the Jewish
people are specifically identified with
sheep. See 1 Kings 22:17;
Eze 34:12; Zech 13:7; Mat 9:36;
Mark 14:27 as examples. In rejecting
Jesus, they have indeed been
Shepherdless for the last two
millennia.
It is also specifically mentioned that
in the first setting the Passover, a
feast of the Jews was near. Each of
these things points to a setting that
pictures the Jewish people.
In the second setting, it was said
that the people followed Jesus for
three days. Of course, the number
three points to the resurrection for
Jesus rose from the dead on the third
day. It also says that many came
from very far away. Indeed, the
mostly gentile church has followed
Jesus because of the resurrection
and is made up of people from every
far away tribe and tongue on the
earth.
As for the bread, in both cases it
was broken and clearly this speaks to
the broken body of Christ. It was
passed from Christ to the disciples
and from the disciples to the people
sitting down. This is indeed how the
Word of God has come to us –
divinely inspired people recorded it,
and it has then been passed to us to
‘eat’. The scripture says concerning

the Word that, “…prophecy came not
in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake [as they were]
moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Pet
1:21)
Now, the loaves in the first setting
were specifically of barley and there
were five of them. Barley is
associated with the Jewish law in that
it was used as part of the process to
sanctify a field to the Lord. It is
interesting that the people in this
setting were commanded to sit in
groups of 50 for Lev 27:16 specifies
that the sanctification process for this
field included a valuation of a homer
of barley at 50 shekels. It says, “If a
man dedicates to the LORD part of a
field of his possession, then your
valuation shall be according to the
seed for it. A homer of barley seed
shall be valued at fifty shekels of
silver.” This number fifty is associated
with the Jubilee which is a beautiful
picture of Jesus but is also a
celebration that the Jews never fully
observed – at least it is not recorded.
Now, there were five loaves. Is
there a number five associated with
the law of God? Certainly. The Law
of God, as a group, is identified with
the five books of Moses, the Torah Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers
and Deuteronomy. As many of you
know, five also speaks of grace in the
Bible. This fits our prophetic picture
as well for the scripture says, “For the
law was given by Moses, [but] grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
(John 1:17)
In the second setting, there were
seven non-descript loaves. As the
mostly gentile church is not under the
Law of Moses, the non-descript
nature is appropriate. How about the
number seven? Again, as with the
number five, the number seven is
associated with a theme in scripture –

completion. I’ll suggest that this
pictures the complete or full
revelation of God’s Word. Whereas
the Jews have for a time been
blinded to the truth of salvation by
faith in Jesus Christ, the fullness of
this awesome message has been
revealed to the Church. This also
points to the fact that the scriptures
as they have been passed to us in
the form of Old and New
Testaments are complete and
should be passed on to the
congregation that way. As the
apostle Paul wrote, “I have not
shunned to declare to you the
whole counsel of God.” (Acts
20:27) Adding to or taking away
from the seven loaves so to speak is
not how Jesus fed the people;
neither should we.
Next, we have the fish that are
closely associated with the bread.
In the first case, there were two fish,
two ‘opsarion’. In order to
understand this, we should ask how
the Jewish people have traditionally
viewed their scriptures and whether
there are two men who stand out as
representative of them. Here’s what
the Bible says:
• “Do not think that I came to
destroy the Law or the
Prophets. I did not come to
destroy but to fulfill.” (Mat 5:17)
• “Therefore, whatever you want
men to do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the
Prophets.” (Mat 7:12)
• “For all the prophets and the
law prophesied until John.”
(Mat 11:13)
• “Philip found Nathanael and
said to him, “We have found
Him of whom Moses in the law,
and also the prophets, wrote—

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” (John 1:45)
• “And after the reading of the
Law and the Prophets, the
rulers of the synagogue sent to
them, saying, “Men and
brethren, if you have any word
of exhortation for the people,
say on.” (Acts 13:15)
• But this I confess to you, that
according to the Way which they
call a sect, so I worship the God
of my fathers, believing all
things which are written in the
Law and in the Prophets. (Acts
24:14)
• “But now the righteousness of
God apart from the law is
revealed, being witnessed by
the Law and the Prophets,”
(Rom 3:21)
Clearly, the segmentation of the
OT which the Bible itself uses is the
Law and the Prophets. These two
are represented by Moses and
Elijah who by the way were the two
men who met with Jesus upon the
mount of transfiguration. Now, they
are also referred to as opsarion –
fish that are cooked or about to be
cooked. Fish in the fire…hmm. You
know the Tribulation and the last
days in general are referred to in the
Bible many times as a time of fiery
trial. (Isa 66:15,16; Eze 39:6; Joel
2:30; Zeph 3:8; Zech 13:9) Could it
be that these two will be the two
witnesses of Rev 11? Some people
expect that Enoch will be one of
these two. We’ll see.
In the second setting, we have a
few little fish, a few ichthudion. And
consistent with the prophetic picture
there were indeed a few ‘little’ men
who are associated with the NT –
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul,
James, Peter (and the writer of

Hebrews if you don’t think it was
Paul). Why little? Let’s see what the
Bible says:
• ““Assuredly, I say to you, unless
you are converted and become
as little children, you will by no
means enter the kingdom of
heaven.” (Mat 18:3)
• “Therefore whoever humbles
himself as this little child is the
greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.” (Mat 18:4)
• “Little children, I shall be with
you a little while longer. You will
seek Me; and as I said to the
Jews, ‘Where I am going, you
cannot come,’ so now I say to
you.” (John 13:33)
• “My little children, for whom I
labor in birth again until Christ is
formed in you,” (Gal 4:19)
• “I write to you, little children,
Because your sins are forgiven
you for His name’s sake.”
(1 John 2:12)
The point is, you have to be ‘little’ to
enter the kingdom of God, that is, to
receive and pass along the truth of
God’s message – salvation in Jesus.
In fact, the name Paul means “little”.
Now for the baskets. In the first
case, we have 12 baskets. We need
to keep in mind that these baskets
contained the bread and that they
prophetically represent some period
of time. Was there a period of time in
which a group of twelve held the
bread, the Word of God? Sure. The
twelve tribes of Israel – the ones to
whom Jesus said He was sent (Mat
15:24). And just as He told the
disciples to gather the fragments so
that none would be lost, this is
representative of how precious the
Word is – each scrap if you would.
Concerning Samuel the prophet it is
written, “So Samuel grew, and the

LORD was with him and let none of
his words fall to the ground.”
Also, the principle of losing nothing
applies to Christ’s concern for His
sheep. The scripture records
concerning Jesus in the garden of
Gethsemane:
“Then He asked them again, ‘Whom
are you seeking?’
And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’
Jesus answered, ‘I have told you that I
am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let
these go their way,’ that the saying
might be fulfilled which He spoke, ‘Of
those whom You gave Me I have lost
none.’” (John 18:7-9)
And so even today, God is not done
in reaching out to the Jewish people.
In due season, all Israel will be saved
(Rom 11:26).
In the second case, we have a
group of seven baskets which hold
the bread or Word of God. Is there a
group of seven during the NT times
that have held the Word? Sure. The
church as represented in Revelation.
The seven churches which represent
the entirety of the church or church
age. In fact, it is said of the church of
Philadelphia, “…you have a little
strength, have kept (to attend to
carefully) My word…” It is also
interesting to note that the word for
these baskets is, as mentioned
above, spuris. It comes from the word
meaning to scatter seed. This is
clearly appropriate for this has been
the charge of the church – to scatter
the seed of God’s Word, to spread the
Gospel around the world. It is also
appropriate that it is the same type of
basket in which Paul was saved from
death for this is the message of the
bread we spread abroad – salvation
from death, eternal life in Christ.
Now the baskets as we’ve seen
represent a period of time but how
much? This is where the people fit in.

As we mentioned above, they can
each represent, consistent with
scripture, a year. In the first case,
we have about 5000 people or
about 5000 years. We should ask,
is there a period of about 5000
years that the 12 tribes of Israel
have been ministered to with the
Word of God? Sure. God first
spoke to Abraham, the first Jew,
about 2000 years before the birth of
Christ. Since then, it has been
another 2000 years or so, and if
Christ comes quite soon, as we
expect, and reigns with the Jews as
priests (see Eze 40 – 48) for 1000
years as prophesied, that makes
about 5000 years.
The people in the first case, came
to Jesus because of the miracles
they saw Him do but deserted Him
when He told them it was He
Himself they must consume. In like
manner the Jews have always
sought after signs (see 1 Cor 1:22)
but rejected the principle of
salvation through Christ Jesus.
Sitting in groups of 50 should have
reminded the people of the principle
of Jubilee which was to be
celebrated each 50 years. In that
year, debts were cancelled, slaves
were set free, everyone returned to
their home or possession and there
was to be no oppression – hey, this
is what Jesus is all about, isn’t it?
(see Lev 25)
In the second case, we have
about 4000 people. Is there a
period of about 4000 years in which
God has spoken to the gentile world
and ministered His Word through
the mostly gentile church? Sure.
Now, keep in mind that we are
letting the Bible interpret itself so it
doesn’t matter how long ago you
think Adam and Eve were created.
The Bible itself specifies that from

the creation of Adam until the call of
Abram to leave Haran was 2021
years. You can do the math
yourself. During this time, there
were no Jews, the world was all
gentile if you would. Add to this the
approximately 2000 years of the
church age and you have about
4000 years. Now, you may ask,
“What about the millennium?”
Recall that the church is referred to
as the Bride of Christ and will
literally be married to Him before the
millennium. During this time, the
Bible says we will be one with Him,
ruling with Him but at home in
Heaven. We will know Him even as
we are known (see 1 Cor 13:12).
He will not be feeding us in the
same manner as when we were
earth-bound. Praise God!
Next, Christ’s commands to each
group. To both He directed to sit
down which indicates rest. In like
manner, to receive nourishment
from the Lord your soul must be at
rest. Take that quiet time each day.
Learn to sit at the Lord’s feet and
listen. Also, it was away from that
group that Jesus commanded His
disciples to leave. This typifies the
movement of His church away from
the legalism of the OT Law.
Additionally, the disciples were
commanded to go over the sea and
as many of you Bible students
know, the sea is a type or picture in
scripture of the gentile nations. In
type, Jesus sent His disciples away
from the Jews to cover the gentile
world with the Gospel. Jesus said,
“Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.” And of
Paul it is recorded, “On the next
Sabbath almost the whole city came
together to hear the word of God.
But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with

envy; and contradicting and
blaspheming, they opposed the
things spoken by Paul. Then Paul
and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It
was necessary that the word of God
should be spoken to you first; but
since you reject it, and judge
yourselves unworthy of everlasting
life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.
For so the Lord has commanded us:
‘ I have set you as a light to the
Gentiles,
That you should be for salvation to
the ends of the earth.’”
Now when the Gentiles heard this,
they were glad and glorified the word
of the Lord. And as many as had
been appointed to eternal life
believed. And the word of the Lord
was being spread throughout all the
region.” (Act 13:44 – 49)
Following the first miracle feeding,
Jesus left the crowd and went up out
of sight. The people thought He
might be “the Prophet” but later
rejected Him altogether. This is
consistent with the picture for the
Jews as a group indeed rejected
Jesus though some of them have
regarded Him as a prophet. After
coming to them, He departed to
heaven but before He left He said,
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one
who kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How often
I wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not
willing! See! Your house is left to you
desolate; for I say to you, you shall
see Me no more till you say,
‘Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the LORD!’” (Mat 23:39)
Also, just as He reproved them for
coming after Him simply because
they were fed by the loaves and fish,
the scripture says, “The righteous
eats to the satisfying of his soul,

but the stomach of the wicked shall
be in want.” (Pro 13:25)
Following the second miracle
feeding, Jesus went to Magdala the
town of Mary Magdalene. As stated
above, the people had followed Him
for three days which recall points in
type to the resurrection; they then
received the miracle feeding. This
portrays wonderfully exactly what
happened for it was after His
resurrection that the disciples
believed Him – that is, truly received
His Word and the first person He met
was Mary Magdalene there in the
garden.
So it would seem that in His
testimony, His words and life, Jesus
was indeed broadcasting the
magnificent plan of God in feeding
and redeeming His children both Jew
and gentile. Of course, we have to ‘sit
down’ to receive it. In this day in
which we see around us the
increasing fulfillment of Paul’s
declaration to Timothy, “But evil men
and seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving, and being
deceived.” (2 Tim 3:13) it is comforting
to know that God’s plan and purpose
are unaffected by the world’s moral
and spiritual decline.
But we do have to beware of the
increasing amount of false teaching in
this time. After the second miraculous
feeding, (Mat 16:5-12) the disciples
forgot their bread. (May we never
leave the Word of God behind!)
Here’s what happened:
“Now when His disciples had come
to the other side, they had forgotten to
take bread. Then Jesus said to them,
‘Take heed and beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and the
Sadducees.’ And they reasoned
among themselves, saying, ‘It is
because we have taken no bread.’
But Jesus, being aware of it, said to

them, ‘O you of little faith, why do
you reason among yourselves
because you have brought no
bread? Do you not yet understand,
or remember the five loaves of the
five thousand and how many
baskets you took up? Nor the
seven loaves of the four thousand
and how many large baskets you
took up? How is it you do not
understand that I did not speak to
you concerning bread?—but to
beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.’ Then
they understood that He did not tell
them to beware of the leaven of
bread, but of the doctrine of the
Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Dear friends and loved ones, there
are many other fascinating parts of
this prophetic picture we could
consider. However, what I want to
leave you with is this -- in this day
there are so many even within the
church who are finding new ways to
entice believers into leaving the
bread of God and are falling for the
doctrine of false teachers –
contemporary counterparts to those
Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’
day. What they are peddling is not
true bread but leaven, which typifies
sin in the Bible. Now leaven puffs
up bread and makes it look more
impressive size wise. In like
manner, some of these folks sound
impressive at first but I pray we will
all have sufficient discernment to
recognize the leaven and avoid it. I
urge you emphatically, stick to the
Word or get back to the Word. We
are close, very close – His picture is
nearly complete.

Daniel's Seventieth Week
Jack Kinsella - Omega Letter Editor
Sometimes it looks like the
population of Planet Earth has taken
a collective vacation from sanity.
The opening shots in the war on
terror on 9/11 were an insane act on
the part of al-Qaeda. The Taliban
refusal to turn him over in the
aftermath was an act of political and
personal insanity. India and
Pakistan are on the verge of outright
nuclear war – a military and
strategic insanity. The Europeans
believe Yasser Arafat will keep his
word to make peace if Israel
surrenders – insane behavior at so
many levels it defies description. But
through the seeming insanity one
can detect good, orderly direction.
All one needs to do is recognize the
signs of the times.
The Hebrew prophet Daniel was
given a complete outline of Israel’s
future history, broken into
subdivisions of time of seven years
each. In Hebrew, “shabua”,
translated as “week” in Daniel 9:26,
is a ‘week of years’, in much the
same way the Greek system is in
use today. A ‘decade’ denotes ten
years in the way a ‘shabua’ or
week’ denotes a period of seven
years.
Daniel was told by the revealing
angel that “Seventy weeks are
determined upon thy people and
upon thy holy city, to finish the
transgression, and to make an end
of sins, and to make reconciliation
for iniquity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to
seal up the vision and prophecy,
and to anoint the most Holy.” [Daniel
9:24]
In this verse, we see a six-fold
purpose to be accomplished in

Daniel’s “Seventy Weeks” or 490
years. First, to finish Israel’s sin – the
rejection of the Messiah at the First
Advent. Then there is a skip forward
in time to His Second Advent, at
which time, an end will be made of
sin, reconciliation will be made for
Israel’s iniquity, everlasting
righteousness will introduced to
Israel, Israel’s Scriptures will be
vindicated by the fulfillment of all
prophecy and finally, the return of
Christ at the conclusion of the war of
Armageddon, at which time He will be
anointed and will take His seat at the
Throne of David.
The angel went on to lock in the
time. “Know therefore and
understand, that from the going forth
of the commandment to restore and
to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
threescore and two weeks . . . And
after threescore and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself:” [Daniel 9:25, 26].
Beginning at a specific point in
history and moving forward in time
from there, the angel said that after
sixty-nine weeks, or 483 years, the
Messiah shall be cut off [killed] but
not for Himself [He was blameless].
History records only one decree
that authorized the rebuilding of the
city. “And it came to pass in the
month Nisan, in the twentieth year of
Artaxerxes the king . . . I said unto
the king, If it please the king, and if
thy servant have found favour in thy
sight, that thou wouldest send me
unto Judah, unto the city of my
fathers' sepulchres, that I may build it.
[Nehemiah 2:1, 5]
According to modern dating
research, the 20th year of the Persian
king Xerxes would have been 444
BC. The reference to the ‘month of

Nisan’ with no reference to the day
indicates the first day of the month.
Using the Hebrew calendar, the first
day of Nisan, BC 444 corresponds to
the modern date of March 5. Counting
forward 483 years from 444 BC to AD
33 is 477 years. But BC 1 and AD 1
are the same year, so deducting that
year leaves us with 476 years. Four
hundred seventy-six years times
365.24219879 days is 173,855 days.
Jesus was crucified on March 30, AD
33, so there are an extra 25 days to
add to the equation, giving a grand
total of 173,880 days. (Calculations
courtesy of "Evidence That Demands
a Verdict" by Josh McDowell)
So, from the going forth of the
commandment on March 5, BC 444
until March 30, AD 33 was exactly
173,880 days divided by 360 day
lunar equals exactly 483 years.
Daniel 9:26 goes on to say that after
Messiah is ‘cut off but not for Himself’,
“the people of the prince that shall
come shall destroy the city.”
Within a generation of Israel’s
rejection of the Messiah, General [and
future Emperor] Titus of Rome led his
legions into Jerusalem where the city
was sacked and the Temple utterly
destroyed.
The ‘people’ identified by the angel
to Daniel are proved by history to be
the Roman Empire, currently
embodied by the European Union.
The ‘prince’ of that ‘people’ is the
antichrist.
As an aside, according to the
Jewish historian [and eyewitness]
Josephus, the Romans burned the
Temple so completely its ornate gold
fixtures melted and ran between the
stones of the Temple.
To recover this rich booty, the
soldiers dismantled the Temple, stone
by stone, fulfilling Jesus' prophecy of

a generation before; “There shall not
be left here one stone upon another,
that shall not be thrown down”
[Matthew 24:2].
The coming prince of Daniel 9:26,
the antichrist, kicks off the
Tribulation Period – and starts the
clock running -- with an event as
historically definite as was
Artaxerxe’s Decree. According to
Daniel 9:27, the antichrist ‘confirms
a covenant’ between Israel and her
enemies. This ‘covenant’, or treaty,
is confirmed as an agreement of
seven year’s duration. [Not
coincidentally, the exact length of
the Tribulation Period – Daniel’s
70th Week].
The Book of Daniel says that from
the signing of that treaty until it is
broken by the antichrist is three and
one-half years [time, times and a
half’ (Dan 12:7)]. To further confirm
it, from the breaking of that treaty at
the midpoint until the return of Christ
is precisely 1260 days – three and
one-half years.
We have already seen the
precision with which God counted
down sixty-nine weeks of years.
One week remains. There is no
reason to think God has fired His
accountant.
So, logically, anyone familiar with
the Scriptures who observes the
breaking of the treaty with Israel by
antichrist could know exactly, to the
day, when Jesus was to return.
But wait! What about what Jesus
Himself said of His coming? He
said, “But of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels
of heaven, but my Father only”
[Matthew 24:36].
Clearly, He could not have been
speaking of the same event that

could be so easily calculated. Is this
a contradiction?
According to 1 Thessalonians
Chapter 4, there is a secret return of
Christ, the one of which Jesus
spoke.
Paul writes, “For this we say unto
you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent
[precede] them which are asleep.
For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord.”
This secret Advent, in which the
Lord comes for His Church in the
air, is not the same event as the one
in which He puts His foot upon the
Mount of Olives, splitting it in two
[Zechariah 14:4] Paul’s description
of the Lord’s coming has Him
coming in the air, not touching down
to earth.
Paul is referring to what is
commonly called the Rapture of the
Church. Since this secret Advent’s
timing cannot, according to Jesus,
be calculated, it cannot be the same
event as the Second Coming. That
Triumphant Return can be
calculated precisely one minute
after the antichrist signs the 7-year
treaty.
Since the Tribulation Period is the
time of ‘Jacob’s Trouble’ – Daniel’s
70th Week, it is a time reserved for
Israel, not the Church. Remember, it
is to make ‘reconciliation for sin’ and
to ‘bring in everlasting
righteousness’.

For the Church during the Church
Age, those goals were already
accomplished at the Cross.
But the Tribulation Period is the
final week of the Age of the Law. The
Temple will be in full operation and
the Mosaic Law in full force. The
Church Age is concluded with the
antichrist’s treaty. (editor’s note: Jack
may be right but we are inclined to
believe rather that the church age
ends with the rapture of the church
which is not necessarily coincident
with the confirmation of the treaty.)
Given the current situation in the
Middle East, some kind of
confirmation of a seven year
agreement [like Oslo] is an absolute
necessity, either to prevent all out
war or at the conclusion of any such
war. (editor’s note: see our article on
Daniel 7 – the Quartet? available at
www.heavenlyminded.com for more
insight on this.)
Bible prophecy says it will happen.
The Bible also says it begins a time
of judgment against Israel and the
Gentile world. The Church was
already judged at the Cross.
Here’s what it all means, boiled
down into a single sentence. At some
point before that treaty is signed,
Jesus Christ will descend from
heaven with a shout, and the voice of
an archangel, and all those living who
placed their faith in Christ will be
snatched away, to be forever with
Christ.
That treaty could happen at almost
any moment. And that means the
Rapture of the Church is even closer.
What a time to be alive!

Waiting for His Working
(excerpt)

The language of eternity is faith. When the Lord has us
ruling and reigning at His side, under His command, doing
His bidding — whatever that means in the ages to come —
He’s going to need men and women like you who are not
second-guessing, not doubting, not faltering.
Jesus taught about the faithful in this life who will be rulers
over five and ten cities in the Kingdom (Luke 19). In other
words, Jesus is saying there is a destiny far beyond what
any of us know or can imagine awaiting us in the next zillion
years to come. And the language which must be fluently
spoken by us if we are going to be ambassadors for Him in
the realms and regions beyond is the language of faith.
She was the best teacher I ever had. We walked in to our
Sophomore Spanish class and Senorita Thomas greeted us
that first day saying, ‘Listen, carefully. These are the last
words of English you’re going to hear this entire year in this
class.’ And that was it. From then on, everything she spoke
was Spanish. It was miserable initially. But it forced us to
think in a way we never would have had we been able to fall
back on English.
And that’s what the Father’s doing. ‘Kids,’ He says, ‘the
only way you’ll be prepared for what’s coming is if I force
you to learn the language of faith now because that’s the
language you’ll be speaking for the next billion years to
come.’
If I were God, you know what I’d do? Once a year, I’d go
to every church and appear with a great display of power
and fire and smoke. That would probably get everyone by
for a year or so. But God knows such a thing would actually
undo what He’s desiring to do — for the growth of faith
would be retarded. We would depend on what we could see
physically or hear audibly — and consequently, we would
not be fluent in the language of eternity.
All the promises will come about in due season. In the
meantime, precious people, realize God’s heating the bottle.
Understand that He’s forcing you to develop a whole new
way of thinking and living. And remember Scripture says it
was after he patiently endured that Abraham obtained the
promise.

-- Jon Courson
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